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Westminster  

Presbyterian Church  
Joliet, Illinois  

January 15th, 2008  

Volume 8, Issue 02  

Annual Reports are due in the Church Office by Sunday, 13 January 2008 
from:  
 
¶ Staff-Pastor 
¶ Clerk of Session 
¶ Church Treasurer 
¶ Financial Secretary 
¶ Ministry Teams:  
 Christian Education 
 Nursery 
 LOGOS 
 Youth Groups 
 Sunday School 
 Presbyterian Women and their related circles  
 Presbyterian Men 
 Fellowship 
 Evangelism 
 Stewardship; Pancake Breakfast 
 Worship; Choirs 
 Property; Church 
¶ Nominating Committee  
¶ Personnel Committee 
¶ Memorial/Endowment Committee  
¶ Finance Committee ð 2007 year-end review as well  
as proposed 2008 Budget 
¶ PW Financial Statements 
 
We also need Sunday school attendance numbers for the year. 
(This article was taken from the Session Highlights Dated December 20th, 2007)  

Reminder from the Clerk ---  

Your Attendance  
Is Very Important 

For the  
Annual Meeting  

Which Is Scheduled 
for  

January 27th, 
Following the  

2nd Service and a 
Potluck Lunch  

(Meat provided so 
you can bring a dish 

of your choice to 
pass) 



Mattõs Musings 

Newsletter  
Staff  

 
Pastor  
Matt Robinson  
  1-815-725-6687 
 
Ron Ballard  
  1-815-741-9060 
 
Linda Bromer 
  1-815-725-6687 
 
 

Call or send 

your articles to:  
 

Ron Ballard: 

Phone:  

1-815-741-9060 

 

E-Mail: 

ronballard@sbcglobal

.net  

It seems that the celebration 

of New Year is as old as 

civilization itself.  Although 

the date on which it was 

celebrated hasnôt always been 

on January 1, the Romans 

began that practice.  Many 

parts of the church celebrated a 

New Year during the Spring 

equinox (near, but not always 

on Easter) until as late as 1531.  

The first day of the new year 

was moved back to January 1 

with the advent of the 

Gregorian Calendar by Pope 

Gregory XIII in 1582. 

Although in the first 

centuries AD the Romans 

continued celebrating the new 

year, the early Church 

condemned the festivities as 

paganism.  But as Christianity 

became more widespread, the 

church began blending its own 

religious observances with 

many of the pagan 

celebrations, and New Year's 

Day was no different.  New 

Years is still observed as the 

Feast of Christ's Circumcision 

by some Catholic rites, and as 

the Feast of Mary by others.  

January 1 has been celebrated 

as a holiday by Western 

nations for only about the past 

400 years.  

From primitive societies to 

today, it has been recognized as 

a day in which rites were done 

to abolish the past so there 

could be a rejuvenation for the 

new year.  Rituals included 

purgation's, purifications, 

exorcisms, extinguishing and 

rekindling fires, masked 

processions (masks representing 

the dead), and other similar 

activities.  Often exorcisms and 

purgation's were performed with 

much noise as if to scare away 

the evil spirits.  In China, Ying, 

the forces of light fought Yang, 

the forces of darkness with 

cymbals, noisemakers, and 

firecrackers. 

Not all of this is specifically 

Christian practice; we celebrate 

New Years as more of a secular 

holiday.  But there is some 

spiritual significance about yet 

another opportunity for renewal 

and rejuvenation.  So much of 

our faith life is spent in these 

quests.  Beginning anew, isnôt 

that a large part of what our 

faith is about?  As we begin this 

new year I wish you all Godôs 

blessings. 

- HAPPY NEW YEAR - 

Shalom, 

Matt 
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Devotions  

A devotion I read recently got me to thinking about being open to 

possibilities and thinking positively.   This devotion was written by 

a woman who had recently been diagnosed with Stage 4 ovarian 

cancer.  Just 6 weeks earlier her husband had been diagnosed with 

brain cancer.   Of course the question of how they would cope with 

this came up.   Their pastor told them to be open to the 

possibilities.   I quote from this devotion the thoughts this comment 

brought about:  

  

"Be open to the possibilities...that these circumstances hold  more 

than what I see right now.  

 

Be open to the possibilities...of God's promise to grow good things in 

hard places. 

Be open to the possibilities...of discovering new hope.  

Be open to the possibilities...one day at a time.  

 

When I look ahead, I have a choice:   to fear the future or to stretch 

my imagination to embrace God's possibilities each morning."   (From 

"Daily Guideposts"  1/8/08)   

  

This is what we, as members of Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

need to do.   There's a lot of good things happening at 

Westminster.   We need to concentrate on the good and the positive 

and build on that.  

  

The devotion ends with this prayer;   "Lord, I don't know what this new 

year will bring, but You do.   Awaken me to Your possibilities, one day 

at a time."   May this be the prayer of each of us each day of this 

year.    

  

Blessings, 

  

Janet McNabb 
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LENTEN BOOKS 
 

The theme for our 

Lenten Book this year is 

"Blessed to be a 

blessing".  Think about 

how God has blessed 

you in your life and 

share it in a 

devotion.   You may, 

also, use any theme 

that you would like to 

share from a special 

Bible verse, a life 

experience, a 

quotation, a poem, 

etc., that has been 

meaningful to you.  

  

Your devotion should 

contain the 

following:   1. A passage 

of Scripture for 

reading.   2. A title for 

the devotion.   3. A 

Bible verse/s to be 

printed with your 

devotion.   4. The 

devotion.   5. A 

prayer.   6. Your name. 

  

Please prayerfully 

consider writing a 

devotion this year.   Let 

Doug or I know that you 

will be writing a 

devotion.   Thank you. 
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CONNECTIONAL?  
 
Yes! We of Westminster Church are 
connectional!   Our church is a member 
of the Blackhawk Presbytery, Synod of 
Lincoln Trails, and the National General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
USA.   
 
We are a part of the body of these 
larger groups, and are asked to support 
the ministries that each provides to 
congregations and missions.  The 
amount requested is known as per 
capita, and each churchõs assessment is 
based upon the number of members 
each has.   
 
The ôper memberõ per capita amount 
for 2008 is:  
 
General Assembly
 $19.84                                          
 
Synod of Lincoln Trails 
 $4.57  
                
Blackhawk Presbytery  
 $4.57 
 
Total  $28.98                      
  
We are asking our church members to 
include this amount for each family 
member, in addition to your pledge to 
Westminster Church, to help cover 
these expenses.   
 
Thank you for helping us meet this 
commitment.            

Al Evans 

INTERPRETATION 
 
As I visit various places I read some of 
their brochures, etc. and I share these 
lines with you from First Press, the news 
letter of Wheaton Presbyterian 
Church.     
 
òThere is so much that is exciting about 
the beginning of the new year; the 
promise of renewal, the opportunity to 
launch new programs and the ability to 
learn from the past experiences.   Sure, 
these things can happen at any time 
during the calendar year and they 
should.   
 
However, the first day of the first month 
of a new year just feels like a good place 
to start.   At the same time, it also feels 
like a good time to take a deep breath 
and enjoy those fruits of past labors.ó  
 
What is your guess as to what the article 
was referencing?  If you answer 
ôStewardship,õ you are right!  Another 
thought as to why Stewardship Campaign 
is late in the year.   So we can look back 
ôwith a deep breath, and enjoy the 
fruitsõ and give thanks with a grateful 
heart to God for blessings received as we 
commit to share them with Him in the 
coming year.    
 
Yes, start the New Year with 
anticipation! With commitment! Of time! 
Talents! And treasures! To Our Lord 
Jesus Christ!     
 

Al Evans 
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Westminster  

Presbyterian Church 

1015 Winthrop 

Avenue, Joliet Illinois  

On the third Saturday 

of each month, come 

to the Social Hall for 

a delicious pancake 

breakfast.   

8:00 - 11:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social 
(Coffee) 

Hour 
 

Join us in the Social 
Hall after the first 
service on Sundays 
for fellowship and a 
hot cup of coffee.  
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The Ladies 
Victorian Tea  

Menõs 

Fellowship 
 

The Menõs Fellowship 

Bible Study Group will 

be meeting:  

Saturday,  

January 19th at 

8:00am  

 

They will meet in the 

Social Hall for the 

pancake breakfast.  

 

All men of the church 

are invited to attend.  

We hope to see you 

all there.  

 

     - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

Westminster 
Presbyterian Church  

Victorian Tea  
 

April 13th  
1:00pm 
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The Session conducted a dinner/meeting hosted by Elder Marlene Jones at Sylõs Restaurant 
in Rockdale, Illinois at 6 PM.  Elders -elect Barbara Gutierrez, Fred Henize, Kathy Matay; 
Board of Deacons Moderator Seth Ampofo and Church Treasurer Frank Chandler were also 
present.  
 
The Meeting opened with a reading from the Book of Isaiah and prayer at 7:55 PM by 
Moderator, the Reverend Matthew T. Robinson.  
 
¶ The 15 November 2007 Regular Session Meeting Minutes were approved as corrected. 
¶ The 9 December 2007 Congregation Meeting minutes were approved as written.  
¶ 2 December 2007 Communion count at 8:30 AM was ninety-eight.  
¶ The Clerk informed the Session of the death of Ruth J. Blank on 21 November 2007 with 
funeral service at 10 AM on Tuesday, 27 November 2007 at Westminster and internment at 
the Woodlawn Memorial Park in Joliet, IL.  Pastor Robinson officiated at the funeral 
services. 
¶ The Session approved the use of the Social Hall on Saturday, 12 January 2007 from 11 
AM to 6 PM for the purposes of a bridal shower hosted by Kari Scott in honor of her niece 
Cheryl. 
¶ Received correspondence from Charles Fish, Blackhawk Presbytery Nominating 
Committee indicating Westminster is eligible to nominate an Alternate Youth Advisory 
Delegate to the 218 th General Assembly at San Jose, California from 21 ð 28 June 2008.  
Expenses for the alternate are paid by the Presbytery.  As an Alternate Delegate they 
become the Delegate for 2010.  Delegate expenses are paid by the denomination.  Persons 
seventeen to twenty -three (17 -23) years of age are eligible for nominations.  See 
application form in this newsletter for further details.  
¶ Signed a Christmas greeting card for the Kenyan sister parish Kiangua. 
¶ Designated Sunday, 13 January 2008 for the ordination and installation of Elders and 
Deacons Class of 2009. 
¶ Designated training on Thursday, 24 January 2008 at 7 PM for newly elected and present 
officers.  
¶ Designated January 1, March 24, May 26, July 4, September 1, November 27 & 28, 
December 25 & 26, 2008 as church official holidays.  
¶ Received and placed on file the 30 November 2007 Church Operating Fund Financial 
Statements indicating the deficit for the month at $7,392.55.  
¶ Learned there is a preliminary projected 2008 Operating Budget deficit of $38,722.  
Pledges and giving are down roughly $20,000.  Several Ministry Teams have yet to submit 
proposed budgets for 2008.  They are encouraged to finalize and get them to the Treasurer 
as soon as possible, as he only had input from two teams at this Session meeting.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Session Highlights ---  20 December 2007  
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¶ Learned Mary Ann Barcus expressed interest in assuming the duties of Church Treasurer 

for 2008.  She has been working with Frank Chandler for the past few weeks and feels a 

calling to this ministry.  

¶ Personnel Committee recommended salary adjustments for the Church Secretary and  

Church Accompanist as well as changes in call for the Pastor.  

¶ Received verbal reports from the Worship, Property, Christian Education, Evangelism and 

Fellowship Ministry Teams. 

¶ Called for the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Congregation to hear and act upon such reports 

as may be brought before the Congregation and any other matters pertaining thereto on 

Sunday, 27 January 2008 immediately following the 10:45 AM Worship Service in the Social 

Hall.  

¶ Granted permission to the Clerk of Session to sign and file the 2007 Session Statistical 

Report upon its completion.  

¶ Reminded the elders of the 13 January 2007 deadline for submitting their written annual 

reports to the Church Secretary.  

Elders Jones, McNabb, Thomson and Vidmar will serve communion on 24 December 2007 at 7 

PM Worship Service; and Elders Flynn, Minella and Williams will serve at 11 PM. 

 

The Session also received the following correspondence from Jean Reece dated 20 December 

2007: 

 òUpon the direction of my mother, Pearl Norris, I am presenting to Westminster 

Presbyterian Church on this day a monetary gift.  Pearl is a lifetime member of Willow 

Avenue and Westminster Presbyterian Churches. 

 òWe request that this gift be placed in a money market until Session makes a decision 

on the use of the money.ó 

 òI also make one other request.  Please extend to Pearl a written note of thanks on 

church letterhead, including the amount give.  This needs to be done upon receipt of each 

check so as to meet IRS requirements.ó 

 òThis gift, as well as others over the years, has meant a great deal to my mom.  Her 

faith and her willingness to help others has been a guiding force throughout her life.  While 

discussing end of life decisions just a week ago, she said to me, ôI donõt want to forget 

God.õó 

 òAs a family, we are proud of our mother and pleased with her gift.ó 

(Continued from page 6) 

Session Highlights ---  20 December 2007  



WESTMINSTER CHIMES ð JANUARY 15TH, 2008 - VOLUME 8, ISSUE 02 

Page 8 

January  
Winter Wonder Fun  

 
Jan. 16  
Crazy Shoe Night 
Wear funny shoes 
 Chicken 
 Nuggets, Corn, 
 Salad and 
 Dressing, Milk 
 and Dessert 
 
Jan. 23  
Crazy Hair Night 
Do something with 
Your hair 
 Macaroni and 

Cheese, Green 
Beans, Milk and 
Dessert 

 
Jan. 30  
M&M Night 
Wear your clothes  
backwards 
 Chicken Noodle 
 Soup, French 
 Bread and 
 Butter, Veggies 
 and Dip, Milk 
 and Dessert 
 
 
 
 

February  
Josephõs Coat of Many 

Colors  
 
Feb.6  
Purple Night (Ash Wed) 
Wear purple 
 Ham, Cheesy 
 Potatoes, 
 Vegetable, 
 Rolls, Milk and 
 Dessert 
 
Feb. 13  
Ruby Red Night 
Wear Red   
 Spaghetti, 
 Garden Salad, 
 Garlic Bread, 
 Milk and 
 Dessert 
 
Feb. 21  
Your Favorite Color 
Wear your favorite  
color   
 Hot Dogs, 
 Baked Beans, 
 Chips, Milk and 
 Dessert 
    
Feb. 27  
Rainbow Night 
Wear rainbow colors 

Chicken 
Nuggets, Green 

 Beans, Milk and 
 Rainbow 
 Sherbet  

LOGOS Themes 2008  

March 
Itõs not Easy Being Green 

 
March 5 
Green Eggs and Ham - Dr. Seuss Night 
  Sub Sandwiches, Chips,  
  Veggies and Dip, Milk and  
  Dessert 
 
March 12  
St. Patrickõs Night - Wear Green 
  Hamburgers and Tator  
  Tots, Corn, Milk and  
  Dessert 
 
March 19  
 
March 26  Easter Break 

Wednesdays 5:00 - 7:00pm 
Ages 3 thru 6th grade 

Westminster  
Presbyterian Church 

Clara & Larkin Avenues  
Joliet, Illinois 

 
Diane Vidmar 
LOGOS Director 
 
LOGOS is not an acronym. LOGOS 
literally means "The Word." (in 
Greek). 

Nurturing Children and Youth in a 
Mature Relationship with Christ. 

 
We will see you all back on the 9th 

of January, 2008 
Merry Christmas. 



Prayers For: 

In the Morning  

O Lord, I know not 

what it will bring 

forth, but make me 

ready, Lord, for 

whatever it may be.  

If I am to stand up, 

help me to stand 

bravely.   If I am to 

sit still, help me to 

sit quietly.   If I am 

to lie low, help me 

to do it patiently.  

And if I am to do 

nothing, let me do it 

gallantly.   Make 

these words more 

than words, and give 

me the Spirit of 

Jesus.   Amen. 

 

Trust in God  

O God, the source of 

all health: So fill my 

heart with faith in 

your love, that with 

calm expectancy I 

may make room for 

your power to 

possess me, and 

gracefully accept 

your healing; 

through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   Amen. 

Our Prayers For;  

Let us take a few moments  

to pray for the following  

friends and relatives.  

 

Joyce Lupei 

Noreen McAlister 

Barb Polancich 

Janet Talbott  

Joyce Hojnacki 

06th  
Lois McMillin 
In honor of Nancy Dockõs birthday 
 
13th  
Janet Talbott  
In memory of her daughters,  
Janette and Donna 
 
20th  
Joan Stoner 
To the glory of God  
 
27th  
Osia Lang 
In memory of Alice Lang 
 
 
There is one Sunday in February and 
one Sunday in March, that are open 
for flowers.  If you wish to pick one 
of these Sundays, please contact 
Osia Lang.   1-815-723-3533 

January Flowers  

A Prayer For: 

Recovery from 

Sickness 

O God, the strength 

of the weak and the 

comfort of sufferers: 

Mercifully accept our 

prayers, and grant to 

your servant the 

help of your power, 

that his sickness may 

be turned into 

health, and our 

sorrow into joy; 

through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   Amen. 

- - - - - - 

For those who trust 

in God,  

in the pain of 

sorrow there is 

consolation,  

in the face of 

despair there is 

hope,  

in the midst of 

death there is life.  
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Presbyterian Women would like to thank the congregation for supporting our Christmas 

mission project to collect money for the Curry Family so that they could enjoy a "Merry 

Christmas". 

 

For those of you who may not know, Joe Curry was diagnosed with colon cancer several 

months ago and has been undergoing chemo treatments. Because the family's financial 

resources have been stretched to the limit, the possibility of giving gifts for Christmas 

seemed very bleak. 

 

Thanks to your overwhelming generosity we collected over $900.00. With that money 

we bought each one of the kids a small gift PLUS $100 in gift cards to the stores of their 

choice. We were also able to give Joe and Karrie $360 in cash.  

 

Thanks again to everyone who made a contribution !  

You helped to give one of our families a much merrier Christmas.  

 

Marlene Jones, Moderator 

 

Penny Thomson, Vice Moderator 

Please indicate your prayer requests on the white cards in the 

pew racks and place them in the offering plate or in the box 

on the table in the Foyer.   

 

Your concerns will be prayed over by our Monday Share A 

Prayer group.   

 

Please let us know when a prayer has been answered. 

Prayer Requests  
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Thank You For Your Generosity  



Christ Caring 

for People, 

through People  

The Stephen Ministry 

is a complete system 

for training and 

organizing lay people 

to provide one -to-

one Christian care to 

hurting people, in 

and around our 

congregation.  

Have you ever 

thought of becoming 

a Stephen Minister?   

 

Here's your 

opportunity!!   A new 

training class will 

begin in January.  

   

Please contact one of 

us if you would like 

more information or 

have decided to sign 

up: 

 

Linda Evans   

 725-6218  

Barb Gutierrez   

 729-2282  

Matt Robinson   

 725-6687  

 

 

Thank You 

 

Barb Gutierrez 

Stephen Ministry Class 

 Please pray for our Stephen Ministry 
Training Class which is beginning on 
January 9!   
 
Pray that God will sustain and 
encourage us as we travel this 
journey together. And as always, 
please pray for those who are 
receiving care, or who need someone 
to talk with and are reluctant to 
ask.   

Linda 
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