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And Friends. 

2008 Presbytery Wide Mission Trip  

 

April 26 - May 4 2008  

 

Help Rebuild the New Orleans Area  
 

Volunteer Coordination Housing and Support:  

 

Presbyterian Community Outreach www.pcoslidell.org  

 

Trip Coordinator & Registrar: Rev. Anita Stuart-Steva 

Middle Creek Presbyterian Church, Winnebago  

815.335.2609  

panitmc@aeroinc.net  

 

Sponsored by the Mission Strategies & Resources Board Blackhawk Presbytery 
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Professor Tom Long tells the story of a congregation in the South 
Bronx, perhaps one of the poorest of all poor neighborhoods in 
America.  It was during an Easter Vigil service.  As the liturgy 
unfolded, the disciples confronted the word of the empty tomb and 
the news that òHe is Risen!ó with confusion and disbelief.  Among the 
members who then shared their personal witness of the truth of the 
resurrection, was Angie.  òI know that he is alive,ó she said, òbecause 
he is alive in me.ó  She then told how she was abused by her father, 
how she fell into despair and alcoholism, became HIV -positive.  But 
then she responded to the welcome of the church, then she started 
attending worship, then a Bible study, and bit by bit she rose from the 
grave of her life.  Now she is a seminary student, studying to be a 
pastor.  òI am now alive because Jesus Christ lives in me and through 
me,ó Angie said, her face aglow, ò I am a temple of the Holy Spirit.ó 
 
Angieõs story is remarkable.  The depth of her ògraveó may be deeper 
than many of us have experienced.  However, her spiritual growth is a 
familiar path.  God, through the church, welcomed her.  She 
responded to that welcome by involving herself with God through the 
church.  Her gift to God was not one to be measured by dollar 
amounts or merit badges.  Angieõs gift was herself, her heart, her life.  
She grew in Spirit by pouring herself into the House of God and 
immersing herself with the People of God.  
 
It is typical in a life of faith to seek spiritual growth.  A characteristic, 
it seems, in all stories of spiritual growth and redemption, is the 
response to Godõs call.  Once the church has welcomed us as a child 
of God (and I pray we as a congregation welcome all) we need to 
respond to Godõs call.  No one can work it out alone.  The church, the 
Body of Christ, is Godõs gift that provides to us the opportunity to 
build that community.  
 
This New Year, make your resolution to grow in spirit.  Seek Godõs 
nurture this New Year with your Family of God, the church.  Discover 
Godõs presence in the unexpected little things, the babyõs cry in 
worship, the childõs laughter in Church School, the Anthem sung, the 
Word read and proclaimed, the stillness of silence.  
 
The Love of God, the Grace of Jesus Christ and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you and yours this New Year.  
 
Shalom, 
Matt 
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