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Newsletter Staff  
by Ron Ballard  

Share-A-Prayer  

When given a request for prayers for members and friends of 

our congregation, we like our prayers to be as specific as 

possible. Often times we are given the name of a person 

without knowing who submitted the request, and after some 

time, we are still praying for that person, never knowing if 

that need is still there.  

 

In order for our prayer time to be meaningful, we are putting 

the date on our list, and if we have not heard anything about 

them after a month, we will assume that our prayers have 

been answered and we will delete them from our lists. This 

will not apply to our cancer prayers, for we know that that is 

a long time battle, or some of the other long term illnesses.  

 

If the prayers are important to you, they are important to us 

and we just need to know if there are any changes.  

 

Oh, just a little help for the one who types our list. Please, 

only one request on a card.   

 

Thanks. 

From the Share-a-Prayer Group 

Church remodeled in 2002. 

This óThank Youô came from Dale Evansô Russian friends who were in church 

Sunday February 3rd and again on the 6th for Ash Wednesday Service. 
   

óI thank God for bringing me to this church where I first learned to listen and 

love God. Jesus bless all the people that have been such a blessing to me.ô  

 

Eva Prokhopova 
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Once again we have begun the season of 

Lent.  Lent is a time of special focus as we 

prepare for the celebration of Easter (March 

23rd this year.)  We concentrate upon our 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  We 

stress Christõs ministry - the teachings and 

actions which led to his death on a cross, a 

death for us.  But is Lent necessary?  Is it 

Biblical? 

It is commonly believed that the Lenten 

period has to do with the events of the forty 

days preceding the Resurrection.  This is an 

erroneous idea.  Lent is a church institution, 

coming into practice around the sixth century.  

In fact òLentó has no direct occurrence in either 

the Old or New Testament.  The idea, however, 

has a sound spiritual and biblical basis; Moses, 

Elijah, and Jesus himself set a precedent for it.  

Each observed a forty-day period of prayer and 

fasting as a preparation for spiritual work.  

Moses received the Ten Commandments on 

Mount Sinai at the conclusion of his fast.  Elijah 

talked with God on Mount Horeb at the 

conclusion of his period of prayer and fasting.  

Jesus began His great spiritual ministry at the 

close of His fast in the wilderness.  

The ancient Hebrew writers made a practice 

of using numbers to symbolize ideas.  Forty, in 

their minds, was a òfoursquareó number 

suggesting the idea of a foundation for 

something to follow; an idea of completeness.  

So the number forty is frequently used in the 

Scriptures to indicate a completed preparation 

Musings 
by Pastor Matt Robinson  

for something to follow.  When we consider 

Lent as a well -rounded or òcompletedó season 

of retreat from the things of the world for the 

cleansing of the mind and the recollection of 

the things of Spirit, it becomes a true season of 

preparation.  

We observe the season of Lent not so that 

we might be blessed by God but as response to 

blessings already received by God.  We come 

into this season as forgiven people able to 

receive Godõs love for us through Jesus Christ.  

The preparation is so that we may come to 

know and celebrate, for the first time or once 

again, the glory of the good news that Christ is 

risen and life is ours.  

I invite you to observe Lent this year.  Take 

a few minutes each day for devotion and 

prayer.  Make use of the Lenten Devotion book 

with daily readings prepared by many of our 

members.  Come to special worship during Holy 

Week culminating with Easter Sunday.  And may 

the Spirit of Christ fill your soul.  

Shalom, 

Matt 

 

òBut the wisdom from above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle,  

reasonable, full of mercy  

and good fruits,  

unwavering, without  

hypocrisy.ó  (James 3:17) 
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The Deacons will have Easter Lilies again this 
year.    
 
The Deacons are now taking orders. Cost is 
$11.00.  Deadline to order is March 16th.  
 

Your Name ______________________________ 

 

Given in memory of   ________________________ 

 

Given in honor of __________________________ 

Easter Lilies  
by The Board of Deacons 

Lenten Book  
by Doug & Janet McNabb 

Doug and Janet McNabb would like to thank 

everyone who wrote a devotion for this year's 

Lenten Devotional Book.   

 

If it were not for those of you who are willing to 

write a devotion this book would not be 

possible.   

 

Again, thank you very much.  
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Please place this form and your check in the 
offering plate.  
 
For those of you at home,  
you can mail this form  
and your check to  
the church office.  
 
Thank you 



The next ôBring a Friendõ Sunday will be April 

20th.    

 

There will be a gift for the friend you bring and 

also for you.   There will be a special Coffee 

Hour hosted by the Evangelism Team on that 

Sunday.   

 

Start thinking about it now and ask that friend 

Bring A Friend Sunday  
by the Evangelism Team 

All men of the church, members and friends, 

are invited to attend.  We hope to see you all 

there.  We always like a funny story, so if you 

have one, bring it along.  

Menõs Fellowship 
by the men  

The Menõs Fellowship Bible 

Study Group will be meeting 

Saturday, February 16th at 

8:00am.  

 

We will be meeting at church 

to enjoy Teresaõs famous 

pancakes. 

last half hour. To learn 
more about the Praise 
Team please join us 
Thursday night.  
 
God Bless 

 We are looking to start up the Praise Team 
again.  If you are interested in singing or playing 
an instrument please join us on Thursday 
evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00.  
 
We will be learning new songs for the first hour 
and then practicing the music for Sunday the  
 

Look Whatõs Coming 
By Karen Williams 

to come to church with you on April 20 and then 

continue encouraging that friend to attend 

worship with you each Sunday. 
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