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Musings from Matt . . . 

Itõs General Assembly time.  Now, if youõve lost your 

notes from Presbyterian form of government class, 

the General Assembly is the national meeting of our 

church.  At this meeting, commissioners (pastors and 

elders representing all of our Presbyteries) seek to 

discern the direction that the Holy Spirit would have 

the church move as a whole.  Well, at least our 

denomination, the PC(USA). 

 

As I write this, the pre -Assembly events are taking 

place looking toward the convening business and 

ceremonies in San Jose, CA on Friday the 20th.  When 

you receive this, they will be adjourning their 

business and preparing to return home.  This years 

business could be quite monumental.  Proposed 

changes to our constitution could make the current 

Book of Order somewhat obsolete and start the 

process of a new addition to our Book of Confessions.  

Long time Stated Clerk Clifton Kirkpatrick is not 

seeking reelection, so for the first time in well over a 

decade weõll be electing a new Stated Clerk of 

General Assembly.  Iõm one of those who has 

appreciated Cliffõs hard work.  Heõs had a thankless 

job and done it well and humbly as a servant of 

Christ.  

 

Of course there will be the usual debates on hot -

button topics.  It seems when ever large numbers of 

faithful people come together there will be 

differences of opinion.  It is the nature of our system 

that, when some issues are debated and action 

taken, some will not be pleased over decisions that 

are made.  And so often, topics are made into bigger 

issues than they need to be.  If, over the course of 

this GA you hear (or have heard) anything that you 

find disturbing, please feel free to contact me.  Iõm 

always glad to listen and we can sort things out 

together.  

As a long time, connectional Presbyterian, I have 

always appreciated the GA process.  It speaks to who 

we are as Christians.  More important than the issues 

and the debates is that we gather as the church.  Not 

that the issues arenõt important, they are.  But more 

important is that we are followers of Jesus Christ.  

And Jesus didnõt always get everyone to agree (Matt. 

10:32-38) but Jesus invited all to follow him.  And 

that group included a rather unlikely collection of 

men and women as his closest disciples.  We are 

called the Church with a capital òCó which is bigger 

than any particular congregation or denomination.  

We are a part of the much larger Body of Christ on 

earth.  

 

Letõs keep the church, the whole church - 

Westminster Presbyterian, the Presbyterian Church 

USA, the whole Body of Christ - in our prayers; now 

and always.  Grace and Peace to you in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Matt 

The Reverend  
Matthew T. Robinson 

 
Pastor 

Westminster 
Presbyterian Church 

Joliet, Illinois  
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Menõs Fellowship Food Pantry  

Our Food Pantry is in need of 

your generous donations of 

non-perishable food items. 

Designated òFood Pantry 

Sundaysó are 1st Sunday of the 

month for cash donations and 

3rd Sunday for food items, 

although donations may be 

made at any time.   

 

Thank you!  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

I was hungry and you 

gave me something to 
eat.  

 
Matthew 25:35  

Your Help Is Needed  

Remember that Meals On 

Wheels is the second full week 

of the month.  

 

July 14th thru July 18th  

Aug. 11th thru Aug. 15th  

Sept. 8th thru Sept. 12th  

Oct. 3th thru Oct. 7th  

Nov. 0th thru Nov.14th  

Dec. 8th thru Dec. 2th  

A Welcome From the 
Westminster Menõs 

Fellowship  
 

Leadership 
Faith 

Mission 
Service 

Fellowship 
 

These five key words 
describe the purpose of 
Presbyterian Menõs Group 

 
The men meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturday and all 
men of the church, members 
and friends are invited to 
attend.  We hope to see all 
men at our meetings.  
Contact Reverend Matt if 
you are interested in 
joining.  

     PLEASE consider serving as an usher or a 

liturgist!  Sign -up sheets are in the Foyer on the 

congregational desk.  Thank you!.  

 

From your Worship Team. 

     Be a Liturgist                     Be an Usher  

Meals On Wheels 
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Would you like to help? 

ATTENTION ALL GREEN-THUMBERS!!! 

On Saturday, July 12th, we will be having a garden 

party.  With enough people we want to prune 

shrubs, pull weeds, and clean up around the flower 

beds and bushes at the church and around the 

annex house.   

 

With enough folks showing up to help I donõt expect 

it to take more than a half day.  So bring your 

pruning shears, rakes and shovels for a great group 

effort to make our church more appealing to others 

as they pass by each day. 

 

Thank You From your Property Team 



Volume 08, Issue 13, July 1st, 2008 

The Westminster Chimes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us take a few moments to 
pray for the following friends 
and relatives.  

Our Prayers For:  Doris Cartelli    
Pearl Burrows    

Robert Efner  

Ruth & Bob Shuma 
Gerald Mussman  

Margaret Seasly  

Karen Williams  

Eva Harman  
Ellen Webb  

 

 

Share-A-Prayer  

Please indicate your prayer requests on the white cards that can be found in the pew racks.   Place them in 

the offering plate or in the box on the table in the Foyer.  Your concerns will be prayed over by the  

Monday morning Share-A-Prayer group.  These names are kept in confidence by The Reverend Al Abbott and 

the Share-A-Prayer group.  In addition, please let us know when a prayer has been answered.  
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The family of Hazel Hine  
The family of Rich Peltz  

Velma Hodges 

Jakie Sears  

Ray Jackson  
Gladyce Kleck  

Sharon LaFontaine  

Ann Berg 

Praying In Progress 

When I finally pass away some day,  

I can merely hope and pray  

That I will gaze upon Christ.  

Though he is constantly depicted in free 

flowing robes of white,  

That is not the Savior I expect to see in my 

sights,  

No, that image simply is not right.  

My Savior wears jeans.  

 

Yes, He wears jeans, an opinion I refuse to 

deny,  

And if you need reassurance you only need to 

look toward the sky,  

And gaze at the intricate shades of blue.  

 

His jeans are long, battered, tattered, and 

torn.  

They've been stained with blood, tears, and 

sweat since before I was born.  

The blue varies through fades, and prices He's 

paid.  

The most appealing part of the jeans are the 

many splotches of bleach,  

From where He has tried to reach and teach,  

As He walks to and fro,  

Cleaning the coats, of those whom He knows.  

And I will be the one of the first to confide,  

That those stains on his jeans will stay there 

with pride,  

No matter how much He uses Clorox 2 or Tide,  

Because the blotches we see is from where He's 

lived, thrived, and died,  

And eventually risen days after making his 

crucial decision.  

Yes, it is true, I can see through the blue, my 

Savior wears jeans.  

My Savior Wears Jeans  -   © By Andrew Embry  
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Have you ever known what you want to say, but 

just canõt find the right words to say it? And the 

words that you do find, just donõt seem to be 

enough. 

 

A heart full of thanks to everyone who has been so 

kind to me these past few months.  The prayers 

that you have prayed, the calls, the cards and even 

the cookies have filled me with great joy.  

 

I am blessed to have such a loving Christian family 

at Westminster Church.  I love you all and I also 

pray for you every day.   

 

Thank you so very,  

very much.  

 

Pearl 

Flowers For June To The Glory Of God  

June 29th  

By Matt & Peggy 

Robinson 

In honor of those serving 

the church.  

 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

July 6th  

By Bob & Sylvia Barcus 

 and  

By Ron & Drue Ballard 

  

July 13  

By Joan Stoner 

  

July 20   

By Tom & Ruthann Bone 

  

July 27  

By Margaret Seasly 

 
 
 
Celebrating lives, 

moments and 
special occasions 

through 
everlasting 
memories. 

A Thank You From Pearl Burrows  
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Join the Elders and Deacons for a weekly process of listening, visioning and study.  This is for our church.  

Everyone is welcome!  Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.  We hope to see you there!  By the way, we 

are serving ice cream sundaes.   

 

 

VISION-EARS  

Sundaes on Thursdays 

Pastor Matt Robinson   1-815-725-6687 E-mail: rocknrev@sbcglobal,net  

Linda Bromer   1-815-725-6687 E:mail: wpc -joliet@sbcglobal,net  

Ron Ballard   1-815-741-9060 E-mail:   ronballard@sbcglobal.net 

If you have an article that you want to put in the next issue of the Chimes, contact Ron  

or drop it off to Linda at the Church Office.  

The Chimes Newsletter Staff  


