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On New Year's Day and the whole year through, 

 

 
 

I hope the kindness you've given to others 

returns many times to you. 

 

 
 

May hope, love, and warmth be in your heart's 

possessing, 

and may the New Year bring you and yours many 

blessings. 

 

Happy New Year!!! 

 

With Godôs Love and Blessings 

This year we will 

celebrate the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ with 

two services on 

Christmas Eve.   

Please join us at either 

7:00 or 9:00 p.m. (or both 

if you'd like).  We will 

have a time of fellowship 

and refreshments 

between services. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  

1015 Winthrop Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435    Phone 1-815-725-6687    www.westminster-joliet.net 

From the Joliet Jewish Congregation: 

 

Dear Rev. Robinson, 

 I just want to take a minute to thank you for including 

Joliet Jewish Congregation and Rabbi Rubovits in the 

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service. 

 We appreciate all the work that went into putting on 

the service and look forward to working with you in the 

future. 

     Sincerely, 

     Dianne Parker 

     President 
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As we start the New Year,  

Let's get down on our knees  

to thank God we're on our feet.  

MUSINGS FROM MATT. . .  

These last few weeks have taught me lessons of 

grace.  These are lessons that I knew, yet the 

experience made them more deeply set.  As many 

of you know, my family spent Thanksgiving day 

in the emergency room and Intensive Care Unit of 

Provena Hospital after my motherôs fall.  During 

this difficult time, we were given reminders of 

Godôs presence. 

 

Weôve not yet put out any Christmas decorations 

at our home.  Itôs been a little busy.  And the 

ornamentations around have gone largely 

unnoticed because we have been so preoccupied 

with my momôs needs.  Were it not for the 

church, I might not have noticed that it is nearing 

Christmas.  Coming to worship, being in the 

presence of the congregation, the Body of Christ, 

kept me focused upon this holiday - Holy Day.  

And so I wonder, how many have this 

experience?  Without the church, Christmas goes 

almost unnoticed.  The experience of Christôs birth 

did not happen alone.  Mary & Joseph, the 

shepherds, the Wise Men, even the animals in that 

barn, - these disparate, unconnected characters - 

all came together in the presence of the incarnate 

Lord our God. 

 

Do not be alone this Christmas.  Come and be 

with the Church, the Body of Christ.  Join us 

Christmas Eve for worship and communion.  We 

will celebrate two services, 7:00 and 9:00 P.M.  

Weôll have a time of fellowship and refreshments 

between services.   

 

I look forward to seeing  

you there. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Matt 

We all thank you in the congregation for your cards, phone calls, food and prayers during these last few weeks of 

caring for my mother, Sue Janssen.  Mom has returned home to Sebastopol, California this last weekend.   

 

My sister, Becky, accompanied her on the flight and will stay with her over these next few weeks of her recovery.  

Again, we thank you for your graciousness.  

Matt, Peggy, Sarah, Hannah and Sue 

THANK YOU ï THANK YOU ï THANK YOU  



Volume 09, Issue 01, Jan. 1st. 2009 

The Westminster Chimes  
Page 3 

Be at war with your voices, at peace with your 

neighbors, and let every new year find you a better 

person. - Benjamin Franklin 

A Christmas wish for Peace from the 

Blackhawk Presbyteryé 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

1015 Winthrop Avenue, 

Joliet Illinois 

On the third Saturday of each 

month, come to the Social 

Hall for a delicious pancake 

breakfast.   

8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

Hats off to the Charlton's Chancel Choir (how do you like that 

for alliteration?) for their outstanding Christmas Cantata!  It 

was so nice to see a Sanctuary full of people sharing the 

Christmas Spirit, too!  And the Brunch following the worship 

service was exquisitely prepared by the Board of 

Deacons!  Thanks all to the many people sharing their God 

given talents for His glory and mission and ministry! 

 

And what about that seminary student who graced our 

worship service with his finace,  Eric Peltz and Elle!  What a 

great pair!  Nice to see you Eric & Elle!  Merry Christmas!  I 

hear Eric and Lois Peltz are planning a trip to Disney 

World!  So that advertising quote,  "What are you doing now 

after finishing first semester in seminary and engagement? 

Eric replies, "I'm going to Disney World!"  Hope everyone 

has a safe and enjoyable trip! 

 

It's not too late to send in a pledge card for 2009!  Cards can 

be found in the pew racks and on the Congregation Desk!   

 

Presbyterians Today, the official PCUSA denomination news 

magazine is offering a one year subscription that delivers nine 

issues to your door for $20.  You can immediately subscribe 

to it by calling 1-800-558-1669 and pay for your issues with a 

VISA or MASTERCARD.  It is an award wining religious 

denomination news magazine!  So hop on board and learn 

more about our brothers and sisters in Christ's mission in the 

nation and the world! 

2009 PER CAPITA  

The 2009 Per Capita is $34.34 per member.   

NOTES FROM DALE. . . 

Peaceé 

 In our heartsé 

    In our homesé 

       In our world. 

Paixé 

 dans nos coeursé 

    dans nos foyersé 

       dans le monde entier. 

Pazé 

 En nuestros corazonesé 

    En nuestros hogaresé 

       En nuestro mundo. 

 

John Rickard, General Presbyter 

Barb Kirchner          Pat Manasco 

Jan Hartman             Ryan Anderson 

Dar Kenney              John Huff 

Gus James                Pat Wakeley 



Volume 09, Issue 01, Jan. 1st. 2009 

The Westminster Chimes  Page 4 

FLOWER CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER  

Here's to the bright New Year  

And a fond farewell to the old;  

Here's to the things that are yet to come  

And to the memories that we hold. 

December 7th 

Robert & Cindy Sears and Eric Smith in 

memory of Mike Sears and Martin 

Ferguson 

also 

Joe & Shirley Swithin to the Glory of God 

  

December 14th 

Robert & Cindy Sears and Eric Smith in 

memory of Bob's Dad, William Sears 

also 

Larry & Keena Minella in memory of 

Frank Minella and Cyril Schramm 

  

OUR PRAYERS FOR: 

Let us take a few moments to pray for the following 

friends and relatives. 

   

Pearl Burrows   

Chuck and Marylyn Dillon 

Vernon Anderson 

Gladyce Kleck 

Dean Deming  

Tim Surges Father 

Pastor Mattôs Mom 

December 21st (Poinsettias) 

 

December 28th 

Seth & Judith Ampofo giving thanks to 

God for His protection for family and 

friends throughout the year 

also 

Doris Cartelli in memory of Peter Cartelli 

and Mr. & Mrs. George Williams 

also 

Ann Lynch in memory of LaVerne Lynch 

 

There are still openings on the flower 

calendar.  Please sign up! 

May all your troubles during the 

coming year be as short as your 

New Year's resolutions  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE 
JAROTS!!  

Our prayer for you is that you will continue to seek Christ in 

all that you do.  He was sent to be the Way, the Truth and 

the Life; no one comes to the Father but through Him.  

Celebrate His birth and join us in prayer for the nations.  We 

are living in hard times but there is hope and salvation 

through Christ!  Thank you for being part of our work in 

Thailand. 

 

In Christ, 

Paul, Paula, Sivy & Sophie Jarot 

 

Please pray for the Jarot family as they are in the process of 

attaining Immigrant Visas through Homeland Security in Bangkok, 

Thailand.    

 

Also, they will be traveling to Sivyôs village in Cambodia right after 

Christmas to visit her family.  Please pray for their trip. 


