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Have you ever thought about becoming a Stephen 

Minister?   

 

We are considering having a new class beginning 

in January 2010.   

 

If you're interested please contact one of our 

Stephen Ministry Leaders! 

 

     Rev. Matt Robinson   815-725-6687 

     Linda Evans      815-725-6218 

     Barb Gutierrez     815-729-2282 

The Presbyterian Women of Westminster 

Church wish you a happy and fun filled 

summer.  But remember to take safety 

with you where ever you go and what ever 

you do. 

 

Peace be with you. 

SUMMER TIME  

ILLINOIS DEPARTMEN OF  

CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES  
 

Some children in the State of Illinois, through no fault of their own, are 

unable to remain in the homes of their natural parents. The Illinois De- 

partment of Children and Family Services, in celebration of "Foster Parent 

Appreciation Month," is actively recruiting prospective foster parents. If  

you are interested in providing a safe, loving and nurturing home environ-

ment for these children, please contact John Ellison at 630-790-6800. 

 

"Children are a gift from the Lord;  they are a reward from him."  

(Psalm 127:3) 
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MUSINGS FROM MATT. . .  

May 31st was Pentecost 

Sunday.  I had taken the 

week off for a family 

celebration and our 

Drama Group led wor-

ship.  I attended worship 

that Sunday and the West-

minster Players (not their 

official name) were won-

derful.  They delivered a Pentecost message that was 

sensitive and poignant as well as being laced with a 

fair amount of humor. 

 

�,�I���\�R�X���P�L�V�V�H�G���:�R�U�V�K�L�S���R�Q���3�H�Q�W�H�F�R�V�W���6�X�Q�G�D�\���,�¶�P��
�V�R�U�U�\���\�R�X���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�L�V���R�Q�H���D�F�W���G�U�D�P�D�������,�I���\�R�X��
were there then surely you remember the characters 

portraying the Church Session.  Ms. Grump was, 

well, grumpy and negative.  Ms. Status Quo was the 

strident traditionalist, no need for change.  Ms. Pious 

was all prayer and no action.  Ms. Worry  reminded 

�P�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���V�F�H�Q�H���I�U�R�P���:�L�]�D�U�G���R�I���2�=�����³�O�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�L��

�J�H�U�V���D�Q�G���E�H�D�U�V�����2�K���0�\���´����Mr. Stingy  came off as a 

penny pinching old miser. And finally, Mr. Blame 

was always finding fault with others.  All the charac-

ters strongly displayed the traits by which they were 

aptly named.  After worship I heard a few experi-

enced elders remarking that they remember those 

types when they were on Session.  I smiled. 

 

Do you know anyone like the characters above?  

Have you ever been like one (or more) of the charac-

ters above?  Well, of course you do and of course 

�\�R�X���K�D�Y�H�������:�H�¶�U�H���K�X�P�D�Q�������6�R���K�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�"����
Well, in the drama, after prayer, some wise words 

from the Pastor (not me, the other character in the 

drama) and some more prayer, they were transformed.  

But how?  The Pastor in the drama emphasized that we 

do not change ourselves, but that true, transformational, 

Spiritual change comes from God through the Holy 

�6�S�L�U�L�W���D�W���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���X�V�������7�K�H���3�D�V�W�R�U���V�S�R�N�H���W�K�L�V�����³�&�D�Q���\�R�X���E�H��
inspired to dream?  Can you be inspired to a new vi-

�V�L�R�Q�"�����2�S�H�Q���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W�V�������'�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���*�R�G���Z�D�Q�W���P�R�U�H�����D�Q�G��
better, than this world has yet dreamed of?  Therefore, 

�F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���*�R�G���V�W�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���I�R�U���R�X�U��
�F�K�X�U�F�K�"�´ 

 

I said the characters were transformed and they were.  

Ms. Grump became Ms. Praise with a good word and 

encouragement for everyone.  Ms. Status Quo became 

Ms. Vision, vibrant with a positive outlook for the fu-

ture.  Ms. Pious became Ms. Worker, still praying, but 

�Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���D�V���D���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���G�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O������

Ms. Worry became Ms. Joy, confidant in the knowl-

�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���F�D�Q�¶�W���O�R�V�H������Mr. Stingy became Mr. 

Giving with a commitment to being a better steward of 

all the gifts that God gives us.  Mr. Blame became Mr. 

Caring with a true concern for all those in need. 

 

So, we can change for the better.  However, the change 

comes from God when we open ourselves to the Holy 

Spirit who awakens the Christ-in-us and sets us on fire 

for the Lord.  We are disciples of Christ.  When we 

come together, we are the church, the Body of Christ on 

earth.  That is the Pentecost message.   

�*�R�G���L�V�Q�¶�W���I�L�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���X�V���\�H�W������ 

Amen! 

 

Shalom, Matt 


