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#ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ  

×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ *ÏÌÉÅÔȢ   

 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÎÏÎ-ÐÅÒÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÉÔÅÍȢ 
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Welcome  

to our  

Newsletter 

 

Last month during announce-

ments in worship, I publicly 

thanked a couple of guys for do-

ing plumbing work at the church.  

A few weeks later at coffee hour 

I thanked another individual, 

again publicly, for a gift I had 

received.  This got me to think-

ing about all the people I hadnôt 

thanked.  Thereôs the Newsletter 

crew that so dutifully show up 

every other Wednesday to fold 

and process the Chimes.  Or, 

the guys who mow the lawn all 

summer.  Then thereôs the Fel-

lowship Team who always have 

good treats for us to enjoy with 

our time together after worship.  

Of course, our officers, the el-

ders and deacons who give their 

time and talents to serve and 

lead our congregation.  And, 

donôt forget the PWôs who give 

so much time and effort to mis-

sion in our congregation and to 

the world beyond.  Oh yea, I 

should mention the LOGOS staff 

who devote so much time to our 

kids and their Christian develop-

ment.  And what about Charlton 

and the Chancel Choir who give 

us beautiful music to lift our wor-

ship.  Oh, I almost forgot all those 

people who give others rides to 

worship on Sunday morning.  

Well, you can see, the list goes on 

and on. 

 

I know that the short list above has 

left some people out.  Thatôs why 

Iôm asking us all to begin this sea-

son with real thanksgiving.  Iôm 

going to make a conscious effort 

to be more �7�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O this season.  

And I challenge all of you, the con-

gregation of Westminster Presby-

terian of Joliet, to show your 

thanks as well.  In the days and 

weeks ahead, look for people 

around you at church (and every-

where) who deserve a word of 

thanks and then tell them so.  

Thatôs right,  all you have to do is 

tell people ñthank youò for the 

things they do. 

 

Itôs really easy to be negative and 

find fault.  But tell me now, what 

good ever comes from negativity?    

On the other hand, a word of 

praise can go a long way towards 

building the Body of Christ, the 

Church.  So, get out there and be 

thankful.  Remember the ushers, 

the sound and video technicians.  

The person next to you in the pew 
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who helped you find your place in 

the bulletin.  Well, you get the 

idea.  Be thankful.  And donôt let 

the practice stop here at church.  

Take the positive attitude onto the 

rest of our community.  Spreading 

a little of Godôs Grace would be 

good for our community, wouldnôt 

it? 

 

ñRejoice always, 

pray without ceas-

ing, give thanks in 

all circumstances; 

for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus 

for you.ò  (1 Thes-

salonians 5:16-22) 

 

Shalom, 

 

Matt 


