
In this issue: 

Christmas Eve Services  

Mattõs Musings  

Church Finances  

Flower Calendar  

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES 

DECEMBER 24TH, 2009 

7:00 & 11 P.M. 

FELLOWSHIP WITH REFRESHMENTS WILL FOLLOW 

THE 7:00 SERVICE 

- MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL - 

AND TO ALL, A GOOD NIGHT 

HAPPY, HAPPY, NEW YEAR 

C H R I S T M A S  E V E  

Special points of interest: 

* Blue Moon Dinner Dance 

* Letter From Jesus 

* Poinsettias  

* Christmas Joy Offering 
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We delivered all items to the 

Morning Star Mission that we 

collected to-date. 

(2 large boxes and 3 large 

bags) 

 

We will make a second 

delivery in early January, 

2010, so bring your 

donations to the church as 

soon as possible.  

 

 Thank you so very much and 

God Bless you. 

   

Shirley Gill 

M i t t e n  t r e e s  
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And it is by Godôs will 
that we have been 
sanctified through the 
offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for 

all.  
(Hebrews 10:10) 

This last Sunday we 

celebrated worship with our 

Choir Cantata followed by a 

scrumptious Christmas 

Brunch prepared by the 

Board of Deacons.  Many 

thanks to the Chancel Choir 

and our director/

accompanist Charlton 

Quinn for the wonderful gift of the 

Christmas Story set to music.  And 

also appreciation to the Deacons for 

the wonderful brunch.  It is a part of 

what makes this time of year special. 

 

The extra work, the extra time, the 

extra effort that we spend on so many 

things at Christmas time all lead us to 

extra time with one another.  The 

longer I am in ministry, the more I am 

convinced that a big part of our faith is 

bringing people together in Godõs 

name to celebrate Godõs gifts to us.  

Of course we could dwell on the 

deeper meanings of incarnation 

theology, but in the end, what 

matters is the people in our lives and 

the time we spend with 

them. 

 

Spend more time with your 

church family.   

 

Celebrate with us this 

Christmas Eve with hymns, 

the story, candle light and 

Holy Communion.  Weõll worship at 

7:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. this 

December 24.  Come and worship as 

we celebrate the mystery of the 

Incarnation.  Come and celebrate 

Christmas. 

 

Shalom,  

 Matt 

 M U S I N G S  f r o m  M A T T  

Who will stand for you? 

Jesus if you ask him to. 

He is standing with his arms 

open wide-  

If you will but just step to his 

side. 

He will make your life as good 

as new-  

He will make a better you. 

The world will always stand in 

fear-  

They do not know he is so 

dear. 

If they would but take the 

chance-  

They would find he is worth 

more than just a glance. 

He will always be there for us-  

He once fell to the dust. 

He carried the cross-  

He hung on the tree. 

He made a way for you and 

me. 

If we will but take hold-  

We will find we need not gold. 

If we follow him always-  

We will find better days. 

Life will still have toil and strife

-  

However, with Jesus you will 

have eternal life.  

~ Stacy Workman ~  

When you pray to God, sometimes He 

sends a human ... 

 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and 

you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you.  For everyone who asks, 

receives; he who seeks, finds; and to him 

who knocks, the door will be opened.  

Matthew 7:7-8. 

 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

care for you!! 

 

If you or someone you know is going 

through a difficult time, please contact 

S t e p h e n  m i n i s t r y  

Jesus  

our Stephen Ministry.* Let us help!! 

 

Linda Evans 815 725-6218  

Barb Gutierrez 815 729-2282  

Rev. Matt 815 725-6687 

*Confidential lay caring ministry.  

Stephen Ministers are caring Christians 

who are trained to offer a listening ear. 

 

We provide confidential caring for as 

long as you want it, whether it's as 
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It has come to my attention that 

many of you are upset that folks 

are taking My name out of the 

season. 

How I personally feel about this 

celebration can probably be most 

easily understood by those of you 

who have been blessed with 

children of your own. I don't care 

what you call the day. If you want 

to celebrate My birth, just GET 

ALONG AND LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER.  

  

Now, having said that let Me go 

on. If it bothers you that the town 

in which you live doesn't allow a 

scene depicting My birth, then just 

get rid of a couple of Santas and 

snowmen and put in a small 

Nativity scene on your own front 

lawn.   If all My followers did that 

there wouldn't be any need for 

such a scene on the town square 

because there would be many of 

them all around town.  

  

Stop worrying about the fact that 

people are calling the tree a 

holiday tree, instead of a Christmas 

tree. It was I who made all trees. 

You can remember Me anytime 

you see any tree. Decorate a grape 

vine if you wish: I actually spoke of 

that one in a teaching, explaining 

who I am in relation to you and 

what each of our tasks were. If you 

have forgotten that one, look up 

John 15: 1 - 8.  

  

If you want to give Me a present in 

remembrance of My birth here is 

my wish list. Choose something 

from it:  

  

1. Instead of writing protest letters 

objecting to the way My birthday is 

being celebrated, write letters of 

love and hope to soldiers away 

from home. They are terribly afraid 

and lonely this time of year. I 

know, they tell Me all the time.  

  

2. Visit someone in a nursing 

home. You don't have to know 

them personally. They just need to 

know that someone cares about 

them.  

  

3. Instead of writing the President 

complaining about the wording 

on the cards his staff sent out this 

year, why don't you write and tell 

him that you'll be praying for him 

and his family this year. Then 

follow up... It will be nice hearing 

from you again.  

  

4. Instead of giving your children a 

lot of gifts you can't afford and 

they don't need, spend time with 

them. Tell them the story of My 

birth, and why I came to live with 

you down here. Hold them in your 

arms and remind them that I love 

them.  

  

5. Pick someone that has hurt you 

in the past and forgive him or her.  

  

6. Did you know that someone in 

your town will attempt to take 

their own life this season because 

they feel so alone and 

hopeless?  Since you don't know 

who that person is, try giving 

everyone you meet a warm smile; 

it could make the difference.  

  

7. Instead of nit picking about 

what the retailer in your town calls 

the holiday, be patient with the 

people who work there. Give them 

a warm smile and a kind word. 

Even if they aren't allowed to wish 

you a "Merry Christmas" that 

doesn't keep you from wishing 

them one. Then stop shopping 

there on Sunday. If the store didn't 

make so much money on that day 

they'd close and let their 

employees spend the day at home 

with their families  

  

8. If you really want to make a 

difference, support a missionary-- 

especially one who takes My love 

and Good News to those who 

have never heard My name.  

  

9. Here's a good one. There are 

individuals and whole families in 

your town who not only will have 

no "Christmas" tree, but neither will 

they have any presents to give or 

receive. If you don't know them, 

buy some food and a few gifts and 

give them to the Salvation Army or 

some other charity which believes 

in Me and they will make the 

delivery for you.  

  

10. Finally, if you want to make a 

statement about your belief in and 

loyalty to Me, then behave like a 

Christian. Don't do things in secret 

that you wouldn't do in My 

presence. Let people know by your 

actions that you are one of mine.  

  

Don't forget; I am God and can 

take care of Myself. Just love Me 

and do what I have told you to do. 

I'll take care of all the rest. Check 

out the list above and get to work; 

time is short. I'll help you, but the 

ball is now in your court. And do 

have a most blessed Christmas 

with all those whom you love and 

remember : 

I LOVE YOU, 

JESUS  

 

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  J E S U S  
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Let us take a few moments to pray for 

the following friends and relatives. 

Pearl Burrows   

Tom Surges   

Bob and Ruth Shuma  

Judy Ampofo    

Bob Barcus  

Nancy  Hund   

Fred Henize 

Jean Reece 

John Sikes 

Gerry Mussman 

S a y  a  l i t t l e  p r a y e r  f o r  

Jan. 3rd -  
Lois McMillin in celebration of Nancy 
Dock's birthday 
 

and also by  
 
Jim & Marilyn Mayo in loving memory 
of their daughter Debra 
  
Jan. 10th -  
Osia Lang in loving memory of Carter, 
Alice and Ralph Lang 
  
 
Jan. 17th -  
Joe & Mary Ann Fabbre in honor of 
Sylvia Barcus's birthday 
 

Jan. 24th -  
Margaret Smith in honor of all January 
family birthdays 
  
Jan. 31st -  
Matt & Peggy Robinson in loving 
memory their Dads, Jack Robinson 
and Scott Peters 
 

Thanks to those who help make our 
Sanctuary beautiful with flowers. 

 
The flower Calendar for 2010 is now 
up in the north entryway.  Stop and 
sign up for flowers for the new year.  
Flowers add a special touch to our 
Sunday Morning Worship Service. 

j a n u a r y  f l o w e r  s c h e d u l e  

I want to extend my appreciation to 
Reverend Matt for his visits and 
prayers. 
 
Also I am grateful  for the visits, cards 
and prayers from our members, while 
I was in the hospital. 
 
But most of all, I thank God for 
watching over me. 
 
Bob Barcus 

Join us in the Social Hall after our 

church service on Sunday morning, for 

fellowship and a nice hot cup of coffee. 

M Y  T H A N K S  T O  Y O U  S o c i a l  h o u r  
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Thatõs right, this year we have a Blue Moon on New Yearõs Eve. 

So Keena, Larry and Karen thought it would be great to have a  

Blue Moon Dinner Dance.   

Thursday, December 31st,  6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

You will have your choice of a meat dish of  

Salmon, Pork or Steak. 

Ticket cost will be $8.00 per person. 

Tickets will be on sale December 6th thru December 27th. 

 

God Bless, 

Karen Williams, Keena and Larry Minella 

O N C E  I N  A  B L U E  M O O N  

If there ever was a promoter for 

ôstepping out of the boatõ ð itõs 

God!!!  AND LOOK AT HIS 

SUCCESS!!  Success achieved ð through 

sharing His Son, Jesus Christ with 

us!!  All around us can be seen people 

sharing and caring for one another, 

known or unknown, in the spirit of 

Christmas ð Jesusõ birth!   

 

The story of His birth brought forth 

the multitude to bask in the warmth of 

the child in a manger.  Even the Wise 

Men sought the warmth which 

radiated to all who came, that exists 

today and is felt by all who believe!  Is 

there any other season of the year that 

ôbursts forthõ with such force of people 

sharing His blessings with others than 

at Christmas?  The reflection of Godõs 

love flourishes abundantly as people 

share a ôMerry Christmas ð and ð A 

Happy New Year to people they meet 

ð even strangers.  Godõs desires are 

seen more abundantly at Christmas 

among all peoples, as seen when the 

many came to see that baby in a 

manger ð and ð His warmth touched 

all ð near and far ð who came.  His 

desires have not changed ð to love one 

another ð care for one another ð just 

as He loves and cares for us.  JESUS IS 

THE REASON FOR THE 

SEASON!  JESUS IS THE REASON ð that 

we can ôstep out of the boatõ with 

assurance of the success ð of our new 

S.O.M.E. [So Others May Eat] free 

pancake breakfast outreach, Family 

Nights and confident that that our 

Logos program will ôplant seedsõ in 

children to know Jesus and His love!   

 

Christmas preparation is 

exciting!  Christmas is 

exciting!  Thanks are to God, who 

made this season by giving us Jesus to 

show the way that we can have 

Christmas - all year long - by ôstepping 

out of the boatõ - in confidence ð and 

follow in His ôfootprints!õ  Each can 

also look forward in confidence to a 

new year!  Yes, 2010 is just around the 

corner and with it comes ôchange!õ   

 

One is in the ôper capitaõ fee that is 

paid for each member which funds 

Presbytery, Synod, etc.  The amount 

for 2010 is set at $34.64.  Our church 

budget is helped when this amount is 

paid by members.   

 

Another change came from reviewing 

our needs for Church Offering 

envelopes.  We reduced quantity and 

some membersõ envelope number have 

changed.  Please pick up your 2010 

offering envelopes located in room 

seven.  Also contact me if you have 

envelope questions.  Have you 

completed and turned in your 2010 

Pledge card?   

 

Finally, our building loan is 

paid!!  ôGiftõ funds were for this 

purpose and now we are asking for 

members to include these 

contributions in supporting 

Westminster Church , entrusted to us 

by God.   

 

F O O T P R I N T S  -  A L  E V A N S  
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The Poinsettias  That Grace Our Sanctuary  Were Given By: 

Helen Anderson in memory of her 

husband, Vernon Anderson. 

The Audias in memory of the Harris 

Family. 

The Audias in memory of the Audia 

Family. 

Dick Bade in memory of Mary Bade. 

Ron & Drue Ballard in memory of 

loved ones. 

Robert & Sylvia Barcus in honor of 

their family. 

The William Barcus Family in 

memory of Frances Dachs. 

Marge Bisset in memory of John 

Bisset. 

Joe & Eleanor Boron in memory of 

Ann Tychsen. 

Roberta Burd in memory of loved 

ones. 

Gayle Crompton in memory of her 

great grandmothers, grandmothers 

     and mother. 

Nancy Dock in memory of Don 

Dock. 

Ardith Efner in memory of Robert 

Efner. 

Ardith Efner in memory of Loralee 

Residori. 

Velma Flynn in honor of her brother, 

Ralph Johnson. 

Velma Flynn in memory of her 

mother, Edna Johnson. 

Susan & George Gonzalez in 

memory of their grandparents. 

Susan & George Gonzalez in 

memory of Susanõs Dad, William 

Vreuls. 

June L. Groth in memory of Don 

Groth. 

Lynn Harman in memory of William 

Morrow and Robert Harman, Jr. 

Marlene Jones in honor of her 

daughters, Sheila, Denise and 

Juanita. 

Marlene Jones in memory of J. Merle 

and Mary Jones. 

Gladyce Kleck in memory of Robert 

Kleck. 

Marilyn & Jim Mayo in memory of 

Debra Mayo. 

Larry Minella in honor of Keena 

Minella. 

Larry Minella in honor of Virginia 

Minella. 

Larry Minella in memory of Seena 

Schramm. 

Mary Mudron in memory of 

Raymond Mudron. 

Lois and Eric Peltz in memory of 

Richard Peltz. 

Matt & Peggy Robinson in honor of 

the church and those who serve. 

Allene A. Schlueter in memory of 

Bill Schlueter. 

Cindy & Bob Sears and Eric Smith 

in memory of Ted & Velma Hodges. 

Cindy & Bob Sears and Eric Smith 

in memory of Loren & Mary 

Friederich. 

Cindy & Bob Sears and Eric Smith 

in memory of Bill and Mike Sears. 

John Sikes in memory of Ruth Sikes. 

Margaret Smith in honor of her 

children. 

Margaret Smith in memory of her 

parents, Mr. & Mrs. Nicol  

      and Mr. & Mrs. Smith. 

Wayne & Cindy Wax in memory of 

family members who have passed. 

Nevada & George Wietting and 

Osia Lang in memory of Clell 

     and Eleanor Moore 

 

On behalf of the Deacons, thank you 

for  

assisting in making our church 

beautiful 

for the Holiday Season! 


