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TEAM  
CHALLENGE 
Sunday mornings  
11:15am - 12:00 noon 
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adult/child challenge 
game; date to be  
announced 

many incentives, including 
gold, silver, and bronze 

medals 
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C a l l i n g  A l l  G ra d u a t e s  

If someone in your family is graduating from  

jr. high, high school, college or a higher -

education program this year, we would like to 

know about it so we can honor them in the June 

newsletter.  Please complete this form and re-

turn it to the church office or Ron Ballard.  A 

recent picture of your graduate can be includ-

ed.  The deadline for submitting information is 

Sunday, May 23rd.    

 

_________________________________________ 

Graduateõs Name: 

 

_________________________________________ 

School Graduating From: jr. high, high school, 

college or a higher -education program (if col-

lege or Higher-education program, indicate de-

gree) 

 

_________________________________________ 

Parentsõ or Legal Guardiansõ Names: 

 

_________________________________________ 

Honors/Awards/Scholarships received:  

 

 

If you would like to, you may e -mail this infor-

mation directly to Ron Ballard at  

ronballard@sbcglobal.net 

  

There are moments in history when a door for mas-
sive change opens. Great revolutions for good or for 
evil occur in the vacuum created by these openings. 
It is in these times that key men and women, and 
even entire generations, risk everything to become 
the hinge of historyðthe pivotal point that deter-

mines which way the door will swing.  

EXCERPT FROM AN OPEN LETTER 

We believe that America is in a pivotal moment in history. The question is what will this generation do with 

that moment? Brothers and sisters, the nations are shaking. Economies are falling. Americaôs constitution is 
being shredded by ideologues, who seek to alter the godly foundations laid by our forefathers. In moments 
like this, when there is no human recourse, no political solution, God gives His prescription: ñGather My 

saints together to Me, those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice . . . Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver youò (Ps. 50:5,15). Again in Joel 2, the prescription given is to ñBlow the trumpet in 
Zion, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the peopleò (Joel 2:15). 

mailto:ronballard@sbcglobal.net?subject=Graduate%20Information
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OUR PRAYERS FOR 

Let us take a few moments to pray for the  

following friends and relatives. 

 

Sarah Robinson 

 

Judy Ampofo 

 

Lynn Harman 

 

Lori Wade 

 

Joyce Burroughs 

 

Rowena Bull 

 

Emily Yurkovich 

 

Janet Schaddelee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please indicate your prayer requests on the 

cards in the pew racks and place them in the 

offering plate or in the box on the table in the 

Foyer.  

 

  

Your concerns will be prayed over by our 

Monday Share A Prayer group.  Please let us 

know when a prayer has been answered. 

May 2nd 

Ken & Artis Koehler 

In loving memory of her parents Eleanor & Clell 

Moore 

 

May 9th 

Dale & Linda Evans 

Thanks be to God for this congregation and its loving 

support of the Ampofo family 

 

and 

 

Gayle Crompton  
for Mother's Day - dedicated to her Great Grand-
mothers, Grandmothers and Mother. 
 

May 16th 

Shirley Gill 

For all Godôs Blessings 

 

May 23rd 

Ardith Efner 

In loving memory of Loralee Residori 

 

and 

 

Karen Williams 

In loving memory of her father, Donald Flynn 

 

May 30th 

Gladys Kleck 

To the Glory of God 

 

and  

 

Isa Mae Fritz 

In loving memory of Mr. and 

Mrs. James McKean and her husband Peter Fritz 

FLOWER  SCHEDULE 
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, 

cards and visits after my surgery.   

 

Our church family is truly a blessing!   

 

Lori Wade 

 

 

COME, JOIN US 

Come and enjoy some of the best tasting 

pancakes this side of the Mississippi. 

When we say a Free Pancake Breakfast, that is 

just what we mean. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
1015 Winthrop Avenue 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 
1-815-725-6687 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
So Others May Eat  (SOME) 

Served from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
On the 3rd Saturday of each month 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
  
I am so impressed with our youth!  I had the opportunity to meet with them for the first time on April 25th 

and we had a very productive meeting.  They have so many wonderful ideas and are willing to take leader-

ship of the group and its activities.  There were 6 in attendance and they had a great discussion about what 

they want to accomplish and how to get started.  They will be putting together a proposal of their ideas to 

present to session for approval.  

  

We discussed fundraising ideas, work to do at the church, projects to update the basement of the annex, out-

ings, retreats, leading worship etc...  At our next meeting we will prioritize these ideas and organize our 

events.  Watch for more information in the next Chimes newsletter.  Your support will be key to their suc-

cess.  

  

I am excited to have the opportunity to work with them!  It was fun to see their excitement and listen to 

them discuss and plan for their future as a group!  I look forward to working with them and helping them to 

accomplish their goals.  Please keep them in your prayers! 

  

In Christ, 

  

Rayna Brophy 

Youth Director 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
 

Thank you so very much for the  prayers for my 

mom.   

 

She had a very good surgery and is progressing very 

well with the therapy. 

 

Thanks 

Lynn Harman 
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NEWS RELEASE  

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS  

ILLINOIS ARMY AND AIR NATIONAL GUARD  
1301 North MacArthur Boulevard  

Springfield, Illinois 62702 -2399   
 

 
 

ILLINOIS SOLDIER WINS 2009 INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 
By Staff Sgt. Kassidy Snyder, Illinois National Guard Public Affairs Office 
 

SPRINGFIELD ï Tactical and technical knowledge, strong communication skills, superior appear-
ance and military bearing is what it takes to become an instructor of the year. Sergeant First Class Mark T. 
Ballard, a native of Joliet proved he had what it takes to earn that title when he was selected the Army Na-
tional Guard Instructor of the Year for 2009 by the United States Army Training and Doctrine Command 
(TRADOC). 
 "Sergeant First Class Ballard puts his heart into teaching and facilitating Soldiers," said Lt. Col. Jean 
Broaddus, commander of the 2nd Battalion, 129th Regional Training Institute (RTI).  
 The 129th RTI submitted a packet that included a 30-minute video of Ballard presenting a section of 
training, as well as his supervisorôs nomination, biographical material and an essay on what he felt is his 
greatest contribution and greatest challenge as an instructor. 
 "The greatest contributions I have made as an instructor is founded in the focus that I am here to 
serve the needs of the Army, the students I have and my unit,ò Ballard said. "Instructors have to give their 
students an understanding of how the material is relevant to them, and help them achieve success and de-
velopment through applying the concepts or skills they are being taught.ò   
 Over the past six years, Ballard has worked with members of the Illinois National Guard and Army 
Reserve to train Solders in their military specific skills, leadership and preparation for deployment to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Ballard is a certified instructor with the Air Defense Artillery School, Basic Noncommis-
sioned Officer Course, Officer Candidate School, Army Basic Instructor Course and Small Group Instructor 
Course Manager.  Ballard has also served as a guest instructor with the National Guard Professional Edu-
cation Center in Little Rock, Ark. 
`ñHis dedication and total involvement in training was critical in the 129th receiving its first óInstitute of Excel-
lenceô during the 2009 schoolhouse accreditation conducted by TRADOC and the United States Army Ser-
geants Major Academy,ò said Broaddus. 
 Ballard celebrated 19 years of service April 19. In May 2003, Ballard ac-
cepted a full- time position with the Illinois Army National Guard and served as 
an instructor and full-time training and readiness NCO with the 129th RTI. After 
instructing for six years, Ballard accepted a new position as the domestic opera-
tions exercise development NCO with the Joint Staff of the Illinois National 
Guard Joint Force Headquarters in Springfield in September 2009. 
 ñMy service at the 129th RTI has been one of the most rewarding and 
fulfilling assignments I could have hoped for in my military career,ò said Ballard. 
ñI had the privilege to work with some very talented instructors at the 129th RTI.  
I enjoyed the challenge and the opportunities to work with soldiers from across 
the country.ò 
 Ballard will travel to Virginia, May 17 for the opening of the Army Train-
ing and Education Development Summit, where he will receive recognition from 
the TRADOC commander. 

NEWS RELEASE # 042010-66 TEL:  (217) 761-3569 

DATE:  April 20, 2010 FAX:  (217) 761-3527 

CONTACT:  Public Affairs Office   
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GRANDMA KNOWS BEST 

This last Christmas, my grandma came to 

stay with us for a day. She buys us presents every 

year, but this year, a specific present stood out to 

my younger sister and me. As soon as we tore off 

the wrapping paper, we were shocked. In front of 

us emerged two dusk colored boxes whose lids 

can be lifted off. Each lid had a short Bible verse. 

As we peered at each of them, we both realized 

that the verse on each of them had already had a 

significant impact on each of our lives. The verse 

on my sister Megan's box read "With God all 

things are possible." The shock of this sent a tin-

gle through me as gasped. "Mom," I said, "isn't 

Megan's the one on her coin?" "Yes! It is!" she 

replied. It was an incredible experience. 

 

The fact is, my sister's coin has an extreme-

ly valuable significance. About 2 and a half years 

ago, my sister had to wear a brace for her knee 

for about nine months. She carried around a coin 

that said "With God all things are possible" just 

like the box she got. Unfortunately, she lost it at 

an Applebee's restaurant. But, after a visit to the 

doctor, she saw that coin on a cabinet. Exclaim-

ing that this was the coin she had lost and in the 

The Next Church Family Fun Night  
Is May 7th  

 
7:00 to 9:00 pm 

 
Board Games, Wii, Snacks &  

Door Prizes 

(Fun For All Ages) 

 

We have been having a ball getting together on a Friday evening each month.  

We bring games and snacks to share and conclude each time with a devotion and 

door prizes.  Everyone is welcome to come and join in on the fun and 

fellowship.  Please join us. 

incredulity of it all, the lady at the desk stated that 

the coin was left at the office and she could have it if 

she wanted. My sister was very gracious. To our 

family, it is an act of wonder that the irony of this 

situation gave that special coin back to my sister. 

 

 I suppose that it all goes to show that grand-

mas do know best. They have intuition no one else 

has. They have perpetual love for the people they 

love in their life. I can even prove this because when 

explained the story to my grandma Shirley, she was 

shocked as well. She had gotten them for a few 

bucks at a random store. 

 

 Miracles happen all around us; it just takes 

the acknowledgment of the situation to really be 

able to take it in. But our grandma must have just 

known. Perhaps it was God telling her at that 

moment, without her knowing. Or perhaps, it was a 

little of both, because we all need the Lord in our 

lives; in our decision making. The Lord knows, and I 

believe that he told our Grandma Shirley, or I would 

not have such an amazing story to tell. 

 

I love you  

Kna! 

Kelsey Gill 


