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In  

Jesus Christ 

we are  

forgiven 

 Pentecost Offering - Special Offering to be  

collected on Sunday, May 23rd, 2010  

Pentecost Sunday is an amazing, life-giving day in the community of faith. At Pente-

cost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to transform all of creation. Through 

participation in the Pentecost Offering we bring the transforming love of God to chil-

dren at risk and celebrate Godôs ministries in the lives of youth and young adults.  

 

The Pentecost Offering supports our efforts to nurture the faith of Presbyterian young 

people. It helps us call forth a new generation of leadership in mission service through 

the Young Adult Volunteer program. Using a portion of the receipts, congregations 

can make a difference in the lives of children at risk in their own communities.  

       ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Distribution of receipts  
 
The Pentecost Offering supports mission with children at risk, youth and young adults 

through the following ministries:  

 

Å Congregations are encouraged to keep 40 percent for their own ministries on 

behalf of children at risk  

Å Denominational advocacy for children at risk (10 percent)  

Å Denominational ministries with youth and young adults (25 percent)  

Å PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer opportunities (25 percent)  

 

For further information about these special ministries of the General Assembly con-

nect to  

www.pcusa.org/specialofferings/pentecost.  
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Musings from Matt . . .  

The phone call came in on a Tuesday morning. Elder John King of the Prayer Tower 

of Faith wanted to meet with me regarding the issue of violence in the city of Joliet. 

We met the following Thursday morning. He shared with me his vision for a 30 Day 

Crusade to end violence in Joliet. The block of Chicago Street and Fourth Avenue is 

at the epicenter of violent crime in the city of Joliet. If we were to set up a tent, bring 

a whole bunch of churches together and preach the gospel on that spot, at least for 

that period, the people of God can proclaim the peace of Christ. From May 31 

through July 3, he plans to do just that.  

 

I was impressed with the idea. A problem from one part of Joliet is a problem for all of Joliet. I took it to the 

Session that night and they were impressed as well. Weôre taking some leadership roles on June 7 & 8 (the 

choir will sing on the 8th, Iôll preach on the 7th, weôre helping with hospitality for both.) Everybody is encour-

aged to attend the opening service on May 31 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  

 

The rest of the schedule is:  

 

 Crusade Dates:   May 31 - July 3, 2010  

 

 Service times:    Monday-Friday   7:00 - 9:00 PM  

     Saturday    1:00 PM & 7:00 PM  

     Sunday    11:00 AM & 7:00 PM  

  

 Crusade Location:   Corner of Chicago Street & Fourth Ave., Joliet  

 

Elder King has it all organized.  Even 24 hr. security for attending congregations.  I hope that we can all turn 

out for the Celebrations.  Especially Opening Day on May 31 and on June 7 & 8 when Westminster will be 

helping lead.  Letôs bring a Christian Witness to this effort to end violence in Joliet.  There is a better way than 

hate and violence, there is the Love of God and the Peace of Christ.  

 

See you there.  

 

Shalom,  

 

Matt  

From the desk of 

The Reverend Matthew T. Robinson 

òThe peace of our  

Lord Jesus Christ,  

be with you alló. 
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Calling All Graduates 

If someone in your family is graduating from  

jr. high, high school, college or a higher-education 

program this year, we would like to know about it so 

we can honor them in the June newsletter.  Please 

complete this form and return it to the church office 

or Ron Ballard.  A recent picture of your graduate can 

be included.  The deadline for submitting information 

is Sunday, May 23rd.    

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Graduateôs Name: 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

School Graduating From: jr. high, high school, col-

lege or a higher-education program (if college or 

Higher-education program, indicate degree) 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Parentsô or Legal Guardiansô Names: 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Honors/Awards/Scholarships received: 

If you would like to, you may e-mail this information 

directly to Ron Ballard at  

ronballard@sbcglobal.net 

  

A Family Appreciation 

ñKindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind 

can see.ò  ïMark Twain.  We want to thank the Pastor, Session, 

and the entire congregation for their unbelievable help during my 

wife and our motherôs illness and subsequent death. Words alone 

cannot show how grateful we are for all the goodness shown to us. 

You wasted your precious time on us, fed us, the financial support, 

your words of encouragement through cards and by mouth, your 

advice and above all your hugs.  For all this we say thank you very 

much and May the Good Lord reward you accordingly.  Judy is 

very grateful and so are we.  Thank you very much. 

 

Seth, Abena & K.B  

 

mailto:ronballard@sbcglobal.net?subject=Graduate%20Information
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OUR PRAYERS FOR 

Let us take a few moments to pray for the  

following friends and relatives. 

 

 

 

Family of Judy Ampofo 

 

Lynn Harman 

 

Lori Wade 

 

Joyce Burroughs 

 

Rowena Bull 

 

Emily Yurkovich 

 

Janet Schaddelee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please indicate your prayer requests on the 

cards in the pew racks and place them in the 

offering plate or in the box on the table in the 

Foyer.  

 

  

Your concerns will be prayed over by our 

Monday Share A Prayer group.  Please let us 

know when a prayer has been answered. 

May 2nd 

Ken & Artis Koehler 

In loving memory of her parents Eleanor & Clell 

Moore 

 

May 9th 

Dale & Linda Evans 

Thanks be to God for this congregation and its loving 

support of the Ampofo family 

 

and 

 

Gayle Crompton  
for Mother's Day - dedicated to her Great Grand-
mothers, Grandmothers and Mother. 
 

May 16th 

Shirley Gill 

For all Godôs Blessings 

 

May 23rd 

Ardith Efner 

In loving memory of Loralee Residori 

 

and 

 

Karen Williams 

In loving memory of her father, Donald Flynn 

 

May 30th 

Gladyce Kleck 

To the Glory of God 

 

and  

 

Isa Mae Fritz 

In loving memory of Mr. and 

Mrs. James McKean and her husband Peter Fritz 

FLOWER  SCHEDULE 
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Dear Pastor, How does God know the good people 

from the bad people? Do you tell Him or does He 

read about it in the newspapers? Sincerely, Marie. 

Age 9, Lewiston 

 

Dear Pastor, I would like to go to heaven someday 

because I know my brother won't be there. Stephen. 

Age 8, Chicago  

FOOTPRIINTS .                                                            Al Evans 

Mattôs message, óThe Good Shepherdô included phrases ïóSheep know me ï they recognize me ï no one can 

take you from me.ô  Powerful words at this particular time when some of our members are or have been in 

óstormy watersô of illness, etc ... We seek healing ï physical, spiritual, etc ...  And sometimes there is no turn-

ing back é we are helpless é we are required to weather the storm é relying on our Shepherd to calm the 

stormy waters.  The ósea of turmoilô isnôt always quieted to our desires because a loved óone must leave and I 

must stayô [Irish Song ï óDanny Boyô].   

 

We become consumed by the storm é we focus on what is happening é struggle with it é and become lost 

in its darkness.  We weep out of a desire to óhang on.ô  Then our Lordôs dawning sun subdues the darkness 

and we see óa rainbowô é a new beginning.  The new day sprouts a new growth of joy é of thankfulness é 

that Jesus shared one to love and care for é be loved and cared by é a blessing deeply enriching on lifeôs 

journey.  Just as Jesus lives on in the hearts of Christians everywhere é our love ones also live on in the 

hearts of those who loved them!  Oh what a blessing  The óGood Shepherdôs comforting, strengthening love is 

óin stormy weather!ô   

 

Our church family also, is a blessing when clouds form.  óBlessings in actionô were predominating in response 

to the Ampofosô needs.  Judyôs Mother Iôm sure, was a blessing to Judy and her family, as was Judyôs cousin, 

Walter, who could converse easily with his aunt.  Judy was surrounded by loved ones as her earthly journey 

ended, and they too, were soon surrounded by church family.   

 

Church was almost full for Judyôs services with church family and others.  Over ninety people were served a 

dinner in the social hall!  More than anticipated!  Yes, the story of three fishes and loaves of bread held 

true!  Our Lord saw to it!  Everyone had a meal with some available for seconds!  The visitors recognized our 

óacceptance of others.ô  One said to me, óyou have a very open church.ô  Another went to the kitchen to let 

Teresa know the food was very good and the óhospitalityô exceptional!  There were other inspiring comments 

from visitors also.   

 

The Lord is our shepherd é He leads us é in His ways é His ways in action was prevalent and seen by 

all!  Our church family response ï stepping out of the boat é ódoing for Christ in the here and now - Making 

a difference in the then and there!  Thanks are to our God who makes all things possible in - His name!!!! 

Dear Pastor,  

Are there any devils on earth? I think there may be 

one in my class. Carla. Age 10, Salina  

 

Dear Pastor, I liked your sermon on Sunday. Espe-

cially when it was finished. Ralph, Age 11, Akron  
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Session Highlights 4-21-10 Regular Meeting 

 

Opened the meeting with prayer at 6:30 PM 

1. A letter and petition was presented by Dale Evans asking for Session approval to send said documents on 

behalf of Jane Tembo and Tikambenji Banda, Judith Ampofoôs sister and mother, concerning visa re-

quests.  Approval was given. 

2. The communion count for 4 April 2010 was 124. 

3. Permission was granted allowing Gina Surges to use the kitchen, social hall and yard on Saturday, 12 

June 2010 for the purpose of her sonôs graduation party. 

4. The Treasurer reported that as of 31 March 2010, the year-to-date income was $47,045.01.  The year-to-

date expenses were $48,088.66.  This leaves a difference of -$1,043.65.  She also reported that, as of 21 

April 2010, $2,169.51 has been taken from the $15,000  working cash fund. 

5. Elder Minella reported that the pancake breakfast program was ahead of its expenses by $600 due to do-

nations received.  He expressed concern over not reaching families who are in need. 

6. Deacon Moderator, Keena Minella, reported a checking account balance of $1,558.07.  Deacons and 

Teams will meet on the first Thursday of every month (Teams will meet at 6:30 PM and Deacons at 

7:15. PM) -- Rayna Brophy was hired as Youth Director.  A $425 profit from the Easter Brunch was sent 

to Brenda Harcourt.  Sheets concerning general duties and ushering duties were distributed. 

7. The Pastor reported on his activities for the previous month.  He reported that he had met with the Rever-

end John King of Prayer Tower Church regarding the planned ñ30 Day Crusadeò to be held 31 May ï 3 

July 2010.  A committee consisting of Elders Gutierrez, Henize and McNabb was appointed along with 

Pastor Matt to coordinate WPC involvement. 

8. Elder Henize reported that One Great Hour of Sharing donations totaled $75 as of 31 March.  The report 

for next month will be more accurate as it will include giving during the month of April. 

9. The Nominating Committee will begin in August to seek officers for next year. 

10. Communion on 23 May 2010 will be by intinction. 

11. This yearôs CROP Walk will be Sunday, 3 October 2010.  Elder Karen Williams is this yearôs coordina-

tor. 

12. Kindermusik will be using Westminster facilities two evenings a week, possibly Monday and Wednes-

day, during the summer.  The only exception is that they will not have evening hours during VBS. 

13. The fountain portion of the planned Serenity Garden will soon be installed. 

14. VBS will be held in the evenings of 21-25 June 2010 for children ages 4 thru 6th grade.  The theme is 

ñThe High Seasò and Diane Vidmar will be the director.  The last Family Fun Night for the season is 7 

May. 

15. New Membership classes will be 11 May and 18 May. 

16. Hannah Robinson is the Young Adult Advisory Delegate representing Blackhawk Presbytery.  She will 

be attending the 219th General Assembly held in Minneapolis, Minnesota 2-10 July 2010. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:05 PM. 



 

Page  7 

WESTMINSTER CHIMES NEWSLETTER 

    Jobs that need to be filled: Cinema and Registration 

Save the date 

Vacation Bible School 

 
June 21st - 25th 

 
For a high seas expedition 
VBS Sunday - June 27th 

 
Ages 4 thru 6th grade 

The hours for VBS will be 6:00-8:30 PM  
VBS is free again this year. 

REMEMBER THAT NO ONE IS EVER REWARDED OR 

PROMOTED BECAUSE OF A BAD DISPOSITION AND A 

NEGATIVE MENTAL ATTITUDE. 

 
If you really examine any well-managed organization, you will find that the people who are most successful 

are those who are positive and helpful, people who always find the time to offer encouragement and praise 

when it is deserved. The people who occupy the top positions are almost always happy, enthusiastic people 

who encourage others to behave in the same way.  

 

Yet there are always a few individuals who never seem to get the message and behave as though they can 

complain their way to the top. There isnôt a single situation in your career, your relationships with others, or in 

your personal life that benefits from a negative attitude. All will be greatly improved if you make it a practice 

to approach life in a positive way. 

CHURCH CO-ED SOFTBALL LEAGUE 
If you are interested in joining the church co-ed softball team, 

please contact Robert Barcus at 815-603-2640.   

 

Games will be held on Tuesday evenings at the YMCA on Houbolt 

Road, beginning May 18th. 


