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 FAMILY  MATTERS  

TEXTING .   Do your kids have cell phones?  Do they text?  Are you aware of the 

dangers of "texting?"  A cell phone is a computer, and kids may not even know 
they are in trouble or exposing themselves to danger by their behavior. For 
example, how long does it take a girl's text to her boyfriend to actually arrive on a 
child porn website?  Parents must be involved in their kids' use of cell phones!  It's 
easier if they start when the children are young and explain that it is part of their 
job as a parent. 

  

FAMILY TIME.   We've been encouraging families to set aside time each 

week to grow their family relationships and nurture their children's faith.   Now 
we'd like to know how that is working for our families at West Pres.   We've been 
praying for you and are willing to help you develop family time into the wonderful 
experience it can be, providing fun, family identity, closeness, and memories, and 
guiding families toward a strong faith.   Please let us know if you are  fitting family 
time into your weekly schedule and how it's working for you.   Let us know if you'd 
like any help. 
  

INVITATION.   Please try to be with us on January 9, when we resume 

Team Challenge, our Sunday School program.  The kids enjoy it, but would have 
more fun if there were more kids.   Bring friends!  
   
If you have topics for this column, please contact us.  We welcome your ideas.  We 
hope to make FAMILY MATTERS a regular column in Chimes. 
                                                                        
    Christian Education Team 
    Barb Gutierrez, chairman 
    815-729-2282 
    barb1343@sbcglobal.net 

Take The Time To Talk To Each Other 
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Men's Fellowship  

A Welcome to all men of the church.  

 

Breakfast Schedule.  1 st  Saturday of the 

month @ 8 A.M. (Except January)  

 

JANUARY 8th  (Second Saturday)  

Southern Belle -  Weber Rd.  

 

FEBRUARY 5th  

Broken Egg on Theodore in Crest Hill.  

 

MARCH 5th  

Crispy Waffle in Shorewood on Route 59.  

 

APRIL 2nd  

Silver Spoon on Jefferson St. in Joliet.  

 

MAY 7th  

Pancake House - Jefferson and Striker  

 

JUNE 4th  

IHOP - Larkin north of the church.  

 

JULY 2nd  

Bob Evans - Larkin and McDonough.  

Just Thinking  

So another Christmas season-just like the last 9 

years. Every time Iôm thinking ï why even bother to 

decorate? Nobody sees it but me-the kids come pick 

me up ïwe go to their house. 

 

But- somehow ï someway- I hear in my head, hey! 

Get a movinô Jesus is watching ïso His angels gen-

tly prod me and before you know it -Iôm pulling out 

boxes and getting everything set up. 

 

Looks pretty festive if I say so myself, and of course 

ïIôm grinning now whereôs that red ribbon? 

God willing - come next year, Iôll think why not in-

AUGUST 6th  

Southern Belle -  Weber Rd.  

 

SEPTEMBER 3rd  

Broken Egg on Theodore in Crest Hill.  

 

OCTOBER 1st  

Crispy Waffle in Shorewood on Route 59.  

 

NOVEMBER 5th  

Pancake House - Jefferson and Striker  

 

DECEMBER 3rd  

Bob Evans - Larkin and McDonough.  

 

The menôs fellowship group meets at the 

church  the third Saturday of each month. 

Whether it is the first or third Saturday, we 

will get together at the church after break-

fast for Bible study.  

 

We hope you will join us.  

stead of why bother? This is fun , so worth the ef-

fort.  

 

Thank you Lord for giving me the 

umph! to do it again and You 

want to know something? Iôm 

happy! For everything there is a 

season - enjoy each one as given.  

Praise the Lord. Amen  

 

Shirley Gill  
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Please take a few 

moments to pray 

for the following 

members of our 

church family:  

 

Roberta Burdôs     

 son David  

Mike Riley  

Chuck Dillon  

  The Share-A-Prayer 

group meets on Mon-

day  mornings.  Please 

indicate your prayer 

requests on the index 

cards available from an  

usher.   

 

They can be placed in 

the offering plate.   

 

Thank you! 

 

Please keep us updated. 

Our Prayers For:  

Thank You So Very Much  

Thank you all for the cards and phone calls, both 

for our Anniversary and Christmas.  

 

Your thoughts and prayers are always encouraging. 

   Donna & Al Abbott  

The Mitten Tree  

Please donate to the Mitten Tree and put a smile on 

someoneôs face. 

 

May Christ Jesus and the Spirit of Eternal Love be 

with you always. 

 

For little kids and big adults  

(They both need happy times) 

 

We need : 

Small personal items (adults) 

Gloves 

Mittens  

Hats 

Scarves 

Toys galore 

Stuffed animals 

Games 

Socks 

 

Weôll be delivering the remaining items to the Morn-

ing Star Mission in early January, so bring your dona-

tions to the church and place them on or under the 

Mitten Tree.   Thank you and God Bless You. 

 

Shirley Gill  

Article Due Dates -  Big Change   
 
We are trying something different this year with the 

article due dates for the Chimes Newsletter.  Instead 

of trying to get articles from everyone and put the 

newsletter together in just one or two days, we want to 

extend that interval a week so that everyone has more 

time to write their article and I have more time to put 

it all together.  The first time will be rough because 

articles will be due on Sunday, January 2nd.  After 

that, the new process will be easier for everyone.   

 

Thank you for your support and understanding.  

(See Back Page For Dates)  

Please pick up your 2011 Offering Envelopes from the table at the back of the  

Social Hall.  

Newsletter Staff  

¶ Reverend Matt Robinson 

¶ Ronald Ballard 

¶ Linda Bromer  

 

 

 

Phone Numbers  

Church: 815-725-6687 

Ron: 815-741-9060  

E-mail Addresses  

wpc-joliet@sbcglobal.net 

ronballard@sbcglobal.net 
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A Letter From Dean Deming  

January Flower Calendar  

Wishing everybody of Westminster Presbyterian 

Church a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  I 

hope this Christmas Season finds everybody in good 

spirits and peace and friendship.   

 

I know this past year has been a tough one and it 

made me sad when I heard about the fire.  Of all the 

churches I've attended, of course my home church I 

grew up in is at the top of the list, but Westminster 

Presbyterian Church is a close second.  I still miss 

going to church in Joliet.   I haven't found a church 

out here that comes close. 

The first couple of Westminster Chimes I got after 

the fire was emotional and knowing what you did to 

have church service the next morning was really en-

lightening.   I've said prayers for you to help you to 

get through this and I know you will.  

  

I hope everybody has a great Christmas and New 

Years.  I'll say bye for now. 

  

Your friend,  

Dean 

The First Presbyterian Church 

Galena, Illinois  

 

 

Dear Matt:  

 

Please accept the enclosed check from our congrega-

tion to help you with a bit of the expenses associated 

with the fire in your church.  

 

May you and your congregation have a blessed Ad-

vent and Christmas season. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. Jim McCrea 

A Gift From Distant Friends  

2nd  

Lois McMillon - Wishing her sister (Nancy Dock) a 

Happy Birthday.  

 

9th  

Al and Donna Abbott - To the Glory of God and ben-

efit of everyone. 

 

16th  

Shirley Mussman - In loving memory of her hus-

band Gerald Mussman. 

 

23rd  

Margaret Smith - In celebration of January Birth-

days. 

 

30th  

Matt and Peggy Robinson - In loving memory of 

Jack Robinson and Scott Peters. 

 

There are Sundays that have not been covered by 

flowers yet.  If you are interested in providing flow-

ers for our Sunday Services, please see or call Osia 

Lang. 

When words 

escape,  

flowers speak. 
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Fireside Chat #9  

Your Committee has met faithfully on Nov 30, Dec 3, 

7, 14, 21 and will be meeting on Dec 28, Jan 4 and 

Jan 5 to discern a variety of things: 

 

¶ Decision regarding two-manual and three manu-

al Allen Organ (by the way Rick Locher, Choir 

Director/Organist extra -ordinare, has informed 

me that he is studying the operating manual of 

the Allen, and is quite impressed and fascinated 

with the different functions featured on our new 

Q-285D.  By the way, organ speakers will be 

housed in black painted interior boxes which 

when finished will have speaker cloth mounted 

on the visible front side of the former railing in 

the loft space.  Provision has been made for the 

antiphonal speakers to be mounted on the arch 

of the west wall facing the congregation, rather 

than previously along the purlins towards each 

other. 

 

¶ Decision on a Boston (Steinway product) baby  

grand piano is purchased and will be delivered 

sometime in mid -to-late February with the Allen.  

In the meantime, Rick has arranged for a loaner 

Boston upright piano to be used in the Social 

Hall for choir practices and worship from Stein-

way of Chicago.  Our good friend Lee Maloney, 

Allen Organ sales person extra-ordinare has 

agreed to the loan of the instrument at no charge 

provided Westminster maintains at least 66 F. in 

the Social Hall during the interim period of time.  

Doing so will preserve the integrity of the Boston 

loaner for Steinwayôs future use and sale.  (FYI, 

when the Rialto Square Theatre needs to secure a 

concert grand piano for a performance, the rental 

for one evening, which includes a sound check 

(tuning) and cartage runs $800 - $900.  So keep-

ing the 66 F steady temperature in the Social 

Hall will preserve the instruments integrity and 

we wonôt have to be responsible for damage 

caused by too much fluctuations in temperature.)  

¶ Acquiring knowledge concerning audio-sound 

system from Hicks Music of Aurora, IL.  Decision 

will be finalized in January.  

 

¶ Decision regarding hanging light fixtures and 

requesting a prototype for first -hand viewing of 

it on Tuesday, 12/28 at 6:30 PM. 

 

¶ Decision regarding Deacons Cupboard featuring 

two pantries at opposite ends with a granite 

countertop above drawers and open closed cabi-

nets with half shelves all manufactured by Ro-

mar Cabinets.  Jean Reece, Roberta Burd and 

Drue Ballard will be choosing hardware and 

granite first -hand on Wednesday, December 29 

at 10 AM.  We envision both pantries with ad-

justable shelving, one to house the paraments, 

communion table cloth, other ñhanging itemsò as 

in acolyte candle lighters and snuffers.  Having 

this cabinet will double the storage capacity of 

the previous one.  The stain will somewhat match 

the arches and purlins. 

 

¶ The local insurance adjustor representative has 

been changed to someone in Michigan for the 

contents portion of our claim.  She will be meet-

ing with Jean Reece and Fred Henize on Tues-

day, 12/28 to review the notebook that has been 

sent back to us from Brotherhood with itemized 

listing of contents and insurance companyôs de-

termined depreciated values.  Jean and Fred will 

learn more about how that process was deter-

mined, as well as discuss first-hand with the new 

representative our claims. 

 

¶ We learned that some portion of utility costs will 

be covered during restoration, particularly thru 

the heating season. 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Fireside Chat #9  

¶ The new (north side) enclosed fire escape fea-

turing a metal stair case rather than the former 

circular staircase on the south side, was in-

stalled beginning Wednesday, 12/22/2010.  

There remains pouring concrete on the landings 

and steps. 

 

¶ We are reviewing different options for a cross 

on the west wall of the sanctuary.  We thought 

about an ñoutlineò of a cross that could be hung 

from the ceiling about 5-6 inches away from the 

wall but not mounted on the wall.  This outline 

(Continued from page 5) cross could be considered a see-through model 

with a wooden frame, allowing the ñlightò to pass 

through the cross from the new window behind 

it.  We have also contemplated having a similar 

cross as the original made of wood from salvaged 

purlins.   

 

¶ We have also contemplated using the brass cross 

that hung above the elevator in the entryway and 

incorporating that also in the chancel.  We are 

also reviewing a design in the glass window.  But 

we have yet to determine our final choice. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued prayers in our 

process.  Your Commit-

tee met on 15 December 

2010 and heard first 

hand how one of our 

consultants, Jonathan 

Krogh of LAMUS Con-

sulting will be conducting his assessment process 

with both congregations. 

 

It was a very productive meeting, and your Com-

mittee representatives have done their ñhomeworkò 

for the next meeting that is scheduled for first week 

in January 2011! 

 

We are recommending to the Reverend Krogh 

names of individuals/families/households those 

ñseasonedò and rather ñnewò in years of member-

ship; male and female, young and experienced in 

years, etc. from their respective congregations.  

Jonathan will then be conducting interviews with 

those selected persons and gathering responses to a 

series of questions which will help the Committee 

to further discern exploring the possible merging of 

our two congregations into one.   

Jonathan will begin this process in January and re-

port to the Committee and then to each respective 

Session the findings of his assessment process some-

time in March/April 2011.  He asked for a repre-

sentative sampling of persons to be surveyed, 

providing for a cross-section of each body thereby 

eliminating the need for surveying every member.   

 

So, when you are called upon by him, you are called 

upon by God through this Merger Committee to be 

surveyed.  Jonathan Krogh from LAMUS Consulting 

will be contacting you, Please make every effort to 

answer his inquiries openly and honestly, expressing 

where you believe God is calling you and Westmin-

ster to be in merger discussions with Central..what 

concerns you have...what dreams you have...etc.  

Your responses will help our Committee to further 

discern the future of possible merging. 

Merger Moments  


