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FAMILY MATTERS

Sibling Rivalry

A member of the congregation writes: Kids want to know that the
parent really sees them and cares about them, so finding a way to
make each child feel special and accepted the way he is goes a long
way toward defusing that rivalry. Also, there needs to be firm limits
on hurtful behavior, name -calling and put-downs. Although some-
times children should work out their problems without adults, the
parents need to be sensitive about whether there's anything like bullying going on so they can intervene if the
bickering is one-sided and one kid has all or most of the power. There should be encouragement to "get along"
and give sibling support.

Having a Daily Meal Together

Everyone says this is a good idea (even most teens!), but how do you manage to find the time? Maybe by mak-
ing it a priority. If the evening is too chaotic, try having breakfast together. Be flexible about the food and the
conversation topics. Here are some ideas:

i Resist the urge to pressure kids about anything, whether it's their day, their friends, or their
schoolwork.

Aim to keep everyone in the conversation; don't veer off into adult problems.
Accept that sometimes there won't be as much interaction.
Do a lot of listening and accepting of feelings.
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If scheduling is a problem, start with once a week and build to twice or more when you can.

Do you have any ideas to share about this? Let us know.

Family Night

Having a special time each week to plan together and have fun together can be very rewarding, even if it is diffi-
cult to carve out time for it. One family reported that their adult children remembered it many years later and

wanted to institute it with their children. Please let us know how it is working for you, and let us know if we can
help you with it.

Bibles

Parents, if your child graduated from the 3rd grade and has never received a bible from us, please let us know
S0 we can present them this June.

Christian Education Team
Barb Gutierrez, Chair 729-2282
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Footprints

Teresa and | participated with
ot hers in
activity at Central Saturday
January 21stwi t h
and 0 dWhatma time!d

The first showing was titled
Wealth, Innovation and Diver-
sity in which Joel Barker dis-
cusses the connection between
diversity and innovation and
innovation and wealth. His
opening presentation impacted
and brought to the forefront for
me, inspirational thoughts of
why America became the great
country that it is.

Often times, my reminiscing of
our great country takes a back
seat to those at hand [and it
has been a long, long

time]. America is a result of
people desiring to be free to
worship our Lord, escape from
the O0rules of
from everywhere. Diversity!
made America !

God knew what was needed
and He guided the multitudes
from across the sea to the land
we know as the land of the free
- not only free to worship Him -
but also free to be successful
resulting in the building of a
wealthy nation!

6pop

t heguirénmeemt of suécesaful d

An examplei to all the world

sharing of time and talents i
rcog wnldét i ng i n
God1i with liberty and justice
for all!ao

| believe God had a very firm
hand guiding
plans for America!! We have

seen and often
talentsi b u t He
6each

churches - like Westminster i
comes from the diversity of
member 6s and

Through diversity come vari-
ous solutions [Innovative ways]
to achieve church needs. What
an example!! Churches depend
upon each person becoming
6one in Him,=©6
church d6an
munity and throughout the

hear d
di dndthesayrinciples
has Ailéatingt dlcemims td&@ i ng
c atime, talents, and treasures i

Al Evans

world - be one in Christ, in ser-

mer gert o6 rhewioenet idrvdilie 6 vicerto Him imo others i in

Christian ways i achieving suc-

The multitudes that came to
America learned i working,
sharing time and talents to-

0 u rgetHerobroeght éotthi\ealts ©

making it possible for
America O0s
reaching around the
world!! An example to the en-
tire world!! No wonder Ameri-
ca has immigration prob-

lems! Diversity T the weaving
and mixing together of people,
their innovative talents, and
their treasures i in making a
great nation! The principles
taught by and learned from a
Heavenly Father.
6each has
t o

with others T in making His
Westminster Church [the peo-

t h ele]rsuctessiul énmeachihg out

into our community - into the
entire world - providing a
house to worship Him, share
His teachings, and His bless-
ings.

m aBlessed gre ydu God of all crea-
e X a mpgidbne Throagh yotr goodnessn -

we have these gifts to share!!
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