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A Thank You 

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was leaving the room after paying a visit, 

and said, ñDoctor, I am afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the other side.ò 

 

Very quietly the doctor said, ñI donôt know.ò 

 

ñYou donôt knowò You are a Christian man, do not know what is on the other 

side.ò 

 

The doctor was holding the handle of the door, on the other side of which came 

the sound of scratching and whining, and as he opened the door a dog sprang 

into the room and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness. 

 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, ñDid you notice my dog? Heôs never 

been in this room before. He didnôt know what was inside. He knew nothing ex-

cept that his master was here, and when the door opened he sprang in without 

fear.ò  

 

The doctor then added, ñI know little of what is on the other side of death, but I 

know one thing. I know my Master is there, and that is enough. And when the 

door opens, I shall pass through with no fear, but with gladness.ò 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
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Presbyterian Church of Defiance 

Ohio, as they receive their new 

pastoral leader.  We ask for 

Godôs blessing on the Presbyter-

ies of Blackhawk and Maumee 

Valley as they provide the con-

nections to our ministries.  We 

ask for Godôs blessing on West-

minster Presbyterian  Church of 

Joliet that we may continue to 

thrive, producing leaders for 

Godôs church.  And finally Godôs 

blessing on all of Godôs creation 

and created. 

 

Congratulations Eric! 

 

Godôs bless-

ing to you. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Matt 

Ordination is Christôs gift to the 

church, 

assuring that his ministry con-

tinues among us, 

providing ministries of caring 

and compassion in the world, 

ordering the governance of the 

church, 

and preaching the Word and  

administering the sacraments. 

(From The Book of Occasional 

Services) 

 

On Sunday, August 21st, 2011, 

Blackhawk Presbytery oversaw 

and Westminster Presbyterian 

Church hosted, the ordination of 

Mr. Eric Peltz to the office of Minis-

ter of the Word and Sacrament 

within the Presbyterian Church 

(USA).  Westminster has had 

members before who became Min-

isters of the Word.  And we know 

that these occasions donôt happen 

every day.  The last time we hosted 

an ordination for a minister was for 

the Rev. Katherine Worthington at 

almost two decades ago. 

 

So we have arrived again at a 

crossroads, a special time where 

we celebrate one of our own mov-

ing onward to serve the larger 

church, the Body of Christ.  Eric 

has reached this milestone after 

three years of seminary education 

and the countless ñhoopsò that one 

must jump through during the pro-

cess.  Well, we know that it has 

been a lot more than three years of 

preparation.  We celebrate with 

Eric and we affirm with him his call-

ing to a life of Christian vocation 

and Christôs ministry. 

 

What a special gift to share with 

this young man whom we have 

watched grow and mature.  We ask 

for Godôs blessing to be with Eric 

and Ellen Peltz as they begin this 

new call in ministry.  We ask for 

Godôs blessing to be with the First 

MUSINGS FROM MATT. . . 

Stronghold is having a Fall Women's Retreat 

September 23 and 24th 

A time to discover, share and behold the sights and sounds of Autumn 

Christina Berry pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Sterling, IL 

The retreat includes your lodging at Sears Center or Hickory House on Friday Night,  

all meals, a special Sat afternoon riverboat luncheon cruise on the Rock River. And all materials for the re-

treat. You have the option of staying Saturday night with breakfast on Sunday morning and enjoy the grounds 

and retreat center on your own. 

Basic Registration $115.00.  Additional Night $35.00.  Private Room $40.00/Night  

STRONGHOLDôS FALL WOMENôS RETREAT 
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Please take a few moments to pray for the following members of our church family: 

 

Roberta Burdôs son    Steve Faganôs mother   Linda Henizeôs mother  

Don & Carol Jerzycke   Chuck Dillon     

Sarah Robinson   Frank Mikelenas 

 

 

The Share-A-Prayer group meets on  

 Monday  mornings.  Please indicate your prayer requests on the index 

cards available in the pew racks.  They can be placed in the offering 

plate.   

 

Thank you, and Please keep us updated! 

PRAYERS/SHARE-A-PRAYER 

Yes, Westminster was and is uti-

lized!  

 

Godôs Westminster Church does 

not set on a pedestal!  It is all the 

members and friends!  It is 

óPEOPLE IN ACTION.ô sharing 

Godôs teachings and blessings 

with others. Our thanks are to 

God for a órestored structure ï 

known as Westminster Presbyter-

ian Church!ô and by His Grace, - 

for our blessings!!!  

I believe it was July 10th when 

Pastor Matt quoted that at a previ-

ous pastorate, the church was cel-

ebrating a rededication and em-

phasis was, utilize your church, 

expect it to change looks!  Thatôs 

the purpose of your church!  What 

a great rededication occasion July 

10th was for Westminster!  We did 

have a change of plans, but our 

Lord planned success!  The illness 

of a member required someone to 

step up and fill the need in the af-

ternoon and mission was accom-

plishedô with Charlton Quinn and 

Cindy Butler.  Rick needed to be at 

the hospital for Melissa.  What a 

day it was!  The carillon was a hit 

with all, and Iôm sure the children 

were thrilled being able to climb 

aboard and clang.  I was, as I 

clanged away fantasizing riding on 

a Frisco Trolley! 

  

Then Kari Scott and Dave Mills 

wedding at Westminster was on 

August 5th with four Model Tôs to 

carry some of the wedding party to 

the reception at the óJewel of Joliet 

ï the Rialto!ô  With the Tôs parked 

in front of the Rialto, one could 

easily reminisce of the theaterôs 

opening in 1926.  The scene 

looked just like pictures Iôve seen. 

Sunday, the 7th was Michael 

Wadeôs Eagle Scout award at 

church.   

 

Church was decorated for the oc-

casion and the award ceremony 

was impressive, so were the 

scouts.  Afterward, people enjoyed 

refreshments in the Social Hall. A 

great joyous day for all involved. 

FOOTPRINTS . . . Al Evans 


