
Almighty God, thank Thee for the 

job of this day.   May we find 

gladness in all its toil and difficul-

ty, its pleasure and success, 

and even in its failure and sor-

row. 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

A CALLED MEETING OF 

THE CONGREGATION  

 

has been set for: 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th,  

 

immediately following worship 

for the purpose of receiving a re-

port from the Bits & Pieces Task 

Force and acting upon a recom-

mendation from the Session. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to at-

tend this important meeting! 

 

Mattôs Musings  2 

Stronghold Old English Faire 

Movie Night &   3 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner 

150th Anniversary  4 

Hygiene Kits 

Prayers For 

New Address   5 

Family Matters 

Sunday School Start Date 

Presbyterian Women and 6 

Church Deacons Events 

Dates 

To The Men   ̀ 7 

Bible Word Search  7 

Church Elders   8 

Youth Group News 

Church Deacons  9 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Flowers, An Invitation  10 

Pancake Breakfast  11 

Finance Report 

We would look always away 

from ourselves, and behold the 

glory and the need of the world 

that we may have the will and 

the strength to bring the gift of 

gladness to others; that with 

them we stand to bear the bur-

den and heat of the day and of-

fer Thee the praise of work well 

done. 

 

Amen. 
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MATTôS MUSINGS. . . 

OBITUARY NOTICE 

I know that all of you were saddened to learn 

this week of the death of one of our church's 

most valuable members -- Someone Else.  

Someone's passing created a vacancy that will 

be difficult to fill.  Else has been with us for 

many years, and for every one of those years, 

Someone did far more than the normal per-

son's share of the work.  Whenever leadership 

was mentioned, this wonderful person was 

looked to for inspiration as well as results.  

Someone Else can work with that group.  

Whenever there was a job to do, a class to 

teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was 

on everyone's lips, "Let Someone Else do it".  

It was common knowledge that Someone Else 

was among the largest givers in the church.  

Whenever there was a financial need, everyone 

just assumed that Someone Else would make 

up the difference.  Someone Else was a won-

derful person, sometimes appearing super-

human, but a person can only do so much.  

Were the truth known, everyone expected too 

much of Someone Else.  Now Someone Else is 

gone.  We wonder what we are going to do.  

Someone Else left a wonderful example to fol-

low, but who is going to follow it?  Who is go-

ing to do the things Someone Else did?  Re-

member, we can't depend on Someone Else 

anymore. 

 

I have offered the selection above with the 

intent of humor and levity.  However, humor is often a 

way of addressing issues that, without levity, might 

otherwise make us all uncomfortable.  Why do I bring 

this up now?  As we approach the end of Summer we 

gear up for another 

season of church ac-

tivities.  Over the next 

few months we will be 

busy with planning 

and implementing all 

manner of program-

ming at the church.  

This also involves 

recruiting the numer-

ous people needed to 

make our church ñwork.ò  There are a multitude of posi-

tions in the life of a congregation: Sunday Church School 

teacher, committee members, committee chairs, program 

leaders, shepherds, musicians, singers, elders, deacons - 

the list goes on.  It takes a lot of different people with many 

talents to do the ñworkò of the church. 

 

An aspect of our Reformed Theology that I have 

always respected is that of the ñCovenant Call.ò  We be-

lieve that we are called together as a Covenant People 

and that Godôs Holy Spirit works through the organized 

groups that we elect and appoint.  How that works, as we 

live out our faith, is that when the church seeks us out for 

service, it is really God seeking our gifts to be used in ser-

vice to Godôs church.  Remember this in the months ahead 

when you are approached by a member asking for your 

help.  Better yet, donôt wait to be asked.  Seek someone 

out and volunteer.  We strive together for the Glory of God 

by the Grace of Jesus Christ empowered by the Holy Spir-

it.  This is Godôs gift to us. 

 

Shalom,  

 

Matt 

Rev. Matthew T. Robinson, Pastor 

The annual Olde English Faire is 

coming soon to Stronghold and 

we need your help.  We have 

banners and costumes to sew, 

signs to paint, mailings to be pre-

pared and decorating tasks to be 

completed before the faire. 

 

Contact Tim today to help out 

with these items by calling: 

 (815) 732-6111 ext. 611  

 

or by writing to: 

fairevolunteers 

@strongholdcenter.org 

 

The Faire is October 1st and 2nd, 

so contact the volunteers today. 
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Instead, we will try something 

new.  For about an hour or an 

hour and a half, we are going to 

do some general clean up around 

the church.  There are a lot of 

dirty windows that could use 

some cleaning.  Frank Mikelenas 

will lead us.  Please come and 

help us. 

COMING SOON 

Friday, October 28th, 6:00 P.M. 

Tickets are $6.00 and can be purchased from the youth. 

Movies will be announced later.  Costumes will be optional, but prizes will be awarded.  The guy above, 

dressed in blue, is a very good candidate for one of the prizes. 

Mark your calendars 

and get your tickets. 

I have a pair of cats (brother and 

sister), that are in need of a good 

home.  They are outdoor cats 

and they are 8 years old. 

 

If you are interested or know of 

someone who is, please call 

Elaine at 484-894-4228. 

The Menôs Fellowship group will 

meet at the church on September 

17th, at 8:00 a.m. for the pancake 

breakfast. 

 

Because the new study material 

for the group will not be available 

until October, we will not have a 

study period after breakfast. 
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MOVIE NIGHT 

& 

YOUTH SPAGHETTI DINNER 

FUNDRAISER 

MENôS FELLOWSHIP FOR SEPEMBER 17th 

Answer to word 

search puzzle.  

 

Please do not 

cheat.   

 

The puzzle is on 

Page 7. 


