
O Lord our God, 

 

Your Word is a lamp to our feet 

and a light to our path.  Give us 

grace to receive your truth in 

faith and love, that we may be 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

obedient to your will and live al-

ways for your glory through  

Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 

Amen 
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CHOIR FEST ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23rd,  1:58 P.M. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

This year the annual Choir Fest 

is being held at the First Presby-

terian Church, Wilmington, Illi-

nois, 

301 N. Kankakee Street  (two 

blocks north of Route 53) located 

at the corner of Kankakee and 

Van Buren Streets.   

 

The entrance to the church is on 

Van Buren. 

 

Put the date, October 23rd and 

the time, 1:58 P.M. on your cal-

endar.  Please plan to join us. 

The music is always great to lis-

ten to. 

Mattôs Musings  2 

 

Piano    3 

Hygiene Kits 

Prayers 

 

Youth Dinner & Movie  4 

Footprints   4 

October Flowers 

 

Presbyterian Women  5 

 

2nd Hand Sale  6 

Undy Sunday 

LOGOS 

Pancake Breakfast  7 

Bits And Pieces   

Menôs Breakfast and Bible Study   

 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you always. 



Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Joliet is nearly 60 years old.  
We are a congregation that 
knows the spiritual blessing of 
sacrifice for our mission and min-
istry.  We are a congregation that  
knows how to love and care for 
each other and the world around 
us.  Now, once again, the session 
is asking for sacrifice from our 
congregation.  We need to give 
more.  We need to better support 
the operating budget that we 
have adopted, but now we also 
need to support the Bits & Pieces 
projects.  Letôs do whatôs right by 
our church home.  God has given 
us a wonderful gift in the restora-
tion and we really havenôt ap-
proached you, the congregation, 
for a lot of financial sacrifice.  
Nowôs the time.  Letôs get the rest 
of the building into top shape so 
that our church home is ready for 
another 60 years and more. 
 
Okay, Iôve thrown around a lot of 
numbers here, but it all boils 
down to this.  Can you give up a 
$10 lunch out once a month or 
that $2.50 cup of coffee just once 
a week, or perhaps maybe more?  
Stand behind what we approved 
at the meeting last week.  Letôs 
all sacrifice some and make this 
a successful venture. 
 
Shalom, 
 
Matt 
 

Last Sunday, September 25, at a 
called meeting of the congrega-
tion following worship, the con-
gregation heard a report from the 
Bits & Pieces Task Force and 
received a recommendation from 
the session that we secure a 
promissory note from the Presby-
terian Investment and Loan Pro-
gram (PILP) to hold $100,000 in 
reserve to draw on as we pro-
ceed with the long list of repairs 
presented.  The sessionôs recom-
mendation received a majority 
approval by the congregation with 
only a few dissenting votes. 
 
And it is those dissenting votes 
that I truly respect and appreci-
ate.  First, dissent is very Presby-
terian.  If you recall from your his-
tory, the British referred to the 
American Revolution as the 
ñPresbyterian Revolt.ò   And se-
cond, the dissenting vote calls 
the majority to be VERY sure 
about what they are doing.  So, 
what exactly did we do?  Is West 
Pres now $100,000 in debt?  No, 
we are not.  What we did do, 
pending the approval of Presby-
tery of Blackhawk, is arrange for 
a $100,000 reserve to be in place 
as we proceed through the next 
12 months.  That means the 
amount of debt we acquire is en-
tirely up to you, the congregation.  
If we receive substantial contribu-
tions toward Bits & Pieces before 
the 12 months is finished, that 
reduces what we would draw 
from the reserve and thus would 
reduce any monthly payments.  
Maybe we wonôt even need to 
draw on the reserve at all.  Again, 
that is entirely up to you. 
 
It was rightfully pointed out that 
we already run a rather bare 

bones budget here at West Pres.  
Whether we borrow $100,000 for 
10 years with $1,036 per month 
payments or raise the entire 
amount in the next 12 months 
(avoiding interest), we are still 
talking about $100,000 or more 
over and above our regular giv-
ing.  
 
Yes, thatôs a lot of money.  But, 
$100,000 is a paltry amount next 
to the more than $1,500,000 that 
has been spent on restoring our 
sanctuary and building after the 
fire.  Yes, thatôs a lot of money to 
borrow and borrowing money is 
risky.  But, weôve taken risks be-
fore and weôre better for it.  Sev-
eral times a week I watch as peo-
ple come and go from our build-
ing who otherwise might not be 
able if we were not accessible.  A 
little over a decade ago, West-
minster went over $600,000 in 
debt with an improvement project 
that centered around the installa-
tion of our elevator.  Would any of 
us really want to be without that 
asset to our church home now? 
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Musings from Matt . . .BITS & PIECES 

The Reverend  

Matthew T. Robinson, Pastor 
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Blackhawk Presbytery has 

once again challenged every 

church to make another 50 

Hygiene Kits. 

 

Kit instructions: Hygiene Kit 

(previously Health Kit) 

 

1 ð hand towel 

(approximately 16ǌ x 28ǌ, no 

fingertip or bath towels) 

1 ð washcloth 

1 ð wide-tooth comb (remove 

from package) 

1 ð nail clipper (no metal files 

or emery  boards; remove 

from package) 

1 ð bar of soap (bath size in 

wrapper) 

1 ð toothbrush (in original pack-

aging) 

6 ð Band-AidsÈ or other adhe-

sive bandage strips 

 

Please do not add toothpaste to 

the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste, 

which has an extended expiration 

date will be added to Hygiene Kit 

shipments just prior to shipment. 

 

Seal all items in a one-gallon 

plastic bag with a zipper closure.  

(not the slider type because 

they come open). 

 

If you bring parts for a kit, place 

them in the labeled boxes that 

are located in foyer.  CWS sug-

gests a donation of $2.00 per kit 

to cover the cost of shipping and 

handling. You may include the 

$2.00 in the kit or place it in a 

pew envelope and mark it "CWS 

Kits".  

 

Thank you so very much for your 

continued support. 

 

Please take a few moments to 

pray for the following members of 

our church family: 

  

 Fred Henize 

 Roberta Burdôs son  

 Gina Surges 

  Linda Henizeôs mother  

 Don & Carol Jerzycke 

 Chuck Dillon  

 Eleanor Boron 

 Gladyce Kleck 

 

The Share-A-Prayer group meets 

on  Monday  mornings.  Please 

indicate your prayer requests on 

the index cards available in the 

pew racks.  They can be placed 

in the offering plate.   

 

Thank you, and Please keep us 

updated! 
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HYGIENE KIT CHALLENGE PRAYERS  

A Sunday School teacher asked a 

little boy, "Bobby, do you believe in 

the devil?" 

 

"No," said the little boy. "He's just 

like Santa Claus. I think it's my dad-

dy."  

FREE FOR THE 

HAULING! 

Used upright piano.  

Call Jean Reece  

815-725-8666 

UPRIGHT PIANO MY DADDY 



Mark your calendars and get 

your tickets. 

Westminster Chimes 

From the moon came these 

words.  - ñOne small step for 

man ï One giant step for man-

kind,ò  Neil Armstrong, In July of 

1969, was the commander of 

Apollo 11.  They were very 

meaningful words.  Not only for 

America , but for Godôs entire 

world.  

 

A terrific change brought about 

in everything up to launch and 

continuing today.  Why?  Be-

cause people gathered together 

with a dream and stepped out in 

faith . . . shooting for the moon . 

. . and succeeded!  

 

We gathered together for our  

9-25-2011 congregational meet-

ing with the unity of the Holy 

Spirit óBind(ing) Us Togetherô to 

step up and accept Sessionôs 

óBits and Piecesô proposal.  Our 

hearts opened to share Godôs 

goodness with Him in achieving 

the dream God placed in us.   

 

The dream of having our Chris-

tian Education facilities ómimicô 

our restored sanctuary and not 

look like two buildings of different 

centuries.  New windows and other 

changes will occur, along with an-

nex [office] needs.  óLift offô to suc-

cess has occurred!  So is the shar-

ing of Godôs goodness to us.  

Yes, we approved the proposal 

and are following through as offer-

ings are being received!  

 

What a óTributeô to our Heavenly 

Father!  Great works He began - - 

and what great things will be 

achieved with the great goodness 

He provides - - to carry on!  On-

ward Christian Soldiers!  Onward 

to success!  Together!  Through 

sharing the blessings of time, tal-

ents, and treasures! Onward bring-

ing glory and honor to God! 

2nd 
Gayle Crompton - To the Glory of 
God 
 
9th 
Norma Metzler - In loving 
memory of Paul 
 
16th 
Ron Ballard - In celebration of 
Drueôs birthday 
 
Also 
 
Shirley Mussman - In loving 
memory of Kay 
 
23rd 
George and Nevada Wietting - In 
honor of family birthdays 
 
30th 
Jim and Marilyn Mayo - To the 
Glory of God 
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FOOTPRINTS é     Al Evans  

Movies will be announced later.  

Costumes will be optional, but priz-

es will be awarded.   

 

The guy on the far left with the big 

eyes, is a very good candidate for 

one of the prizes.   

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 28th 

Dinner at 6:00 P.M. 

Movie at 7:00 P.M. 

Tickets are $6.00 and can be 

purchased from the youth. 

 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER  & MOVIE   

OCTOBER FLOWERS 

When words escape,  

flowers speak. 


