
When we sit down to our meal 
and pray, we hurry along and 
make fast the blessing.  Thanks, 
amen. Now please pass the 
dressing.  We must rush our 
prayer before the food gets cold. 
But Lord, I'd like to take a few 
minutes more to really give 

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer  

thanks to what I'm thankful for. 
For my family, my health, a nice 
hard bed, my friends, my free-
dom, a roof over my head.  I'm 
thankful right now to be sur-
rounded by those whose lives 
touch me more than they'll ever 
possibly know.  Thankful Lord, 
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that You've blessed me beyond 
measure.  Thankful that in my 
heart lives life's greatest treas-
ure, you, dear Jesus.   
 
So please, heavenly Father, 
bless this food.  Amen. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church will be hosting a combined Thanksgiving  
celebration of worship with Central Presbyterian Church of New Lenox and  

Elwood Community Church.   
 

Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 

Pastor Carrie Kapral, CLP at Elwood Community Church will be 
preaching.  

 
Music will feature a combined choir from all three churches.  

 
After worship, there will be a time for fellowship in the Social Hall.  



My day did not go as planned today.  

An unexpected schedule change this 

morning caused a chain reaction leav-

ing a carefully planned itinerary in 

shambles and my nerves a little shot.  

Trying to retrieve some of my dayôs 

plans, I contemplated this newsletter 

piece.  Not feeling very thankful, how 

was I about to write a pastorôs note 

about thankfulness and stewardship?  

Thatôs when I was able to look at the 

bigger picture.  I needed perspective.  

Sure, my dayôs plans were shot, but 

that was only one day.  I needed to give 

thanks for all the other gifts that life has 

to offer.  And I remembered the old quip ñIf you 

want to make God laugh, tell God your plans.ò 

 

Life is full of ups and downs.  And I know that for 

many, these are tough times.  But life is also a gift 

for which we give thanks.  We at West Pres have 

much to be thankful for this last year.  And I am 

excited about what lies ahead for our congrega-

tion.  With a team beginning our Acts 

15 leadership training and the Bits 

and Pieces projects renewing our 

building, God has plans for us.  And I 

ask us to give thanks to God. 

 

Stewardship, the giving of our time, 

our talents and our treasures is, after 

all, about giving thanks.   This time of 

year quickly gets filled with more 

secular observances (and encour-

agements) of our more materialistic 

interests.  Tony Campolo calls this 

trend of our culture towards material-

ism, ñAffluenza.ò  ñAffluenzaò is that 

sickness of overabundance.  Instead, as Christians, 

we have another choice.  Letôs give thanks to God. 

 

Shalom, 

 
Matt 
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May the peace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you always. 

The Reverend  

Matthew T. Robinson, Pastor 

There will be a Stated Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, November 

20th immediately following worship for the purpose of receiving a report from 

the Nominating Committee and electing officers for the next term. 



Westminster Chimes 

Blackhawk Presbytery has once again challenged 

every church to make another 50 Hygiene Kits. 

 

The deadline to bring kits is Sunday, 

November 6th.  They will be taken to 

the Presbytery Meeting on November 

8th.   The cost of shipping and handling 

for each kit is S2.00.  If you would like 

to make a donation, please put it in a 

pew envelope and mark it "CWS". 

Thanks so much!  

Kit instructions: Hygiene Kit (previously Health 

Kit) 

 

1 ð hand towel (approximately 16ǌ x 28ǌ, no fin-

gertip or bath towels) 

1 ð washcloth 

1 ð wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 

1 ð nail clipper (no metal files or emery  boards; 

remove from package) 

1 ð bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

1 ð toothbrush (in original packaging) 

6 ð Band-AidsÈ or other adhesive bandage 

strips 

 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. 

Toothpaste, which has an extended expiration 

date will be added to Hygiene Kit shipments just 

prior to shipment. 

 

Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a 

zipper closure.  (not the slider type because 

they come open). 

 

If you bring parts for a kit, place them in the la-

beled boxes that are located in foyer.   

 

Thank you so very much for your continued sup-

port. 
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HYGIENE KIT CHALLENGE 

Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, No-

vember 6th. Be sure to turn your clocks 

back on Saturday night before going to 

bed. 

DONôT BE EARLY FOR CHURCH!!! GENESIS 22:17-18  

I will bless you richly. I will multiply your descend-

ants into countless millions, like the stars of the 

sky and the sand on the seashore.  

 

They will conquer their enemies, and through your 

descendants, all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed--all because you have obeyed me." 

Psalm 21: 3 
"For You meet him with the blessings of goodness; You set a crown of pure gold upon his head." 
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STEWARDS OF GODôS 

ABOUNDING LOVE  

We're in 2011 'seventh inning  

s-t-r-e-t-c-h-!' Only two gracious 

months to 2012!   

 

November - many years ago ï 

Pilgrims gathered together in 

prayerful thanksgiving to God 

for His dealing wondrously with 

them. God shared His óHarvest 

of Blessingsô ï provisions - for 

the needs of all ï and continues  

today! November is harvest 

gathering time for the farmer, 

and a time for all to  

acknowledge their óharvest of 

provisions - blessingsô from 

God. Thanksgiving!  

Families and friends gather to-

gether sharing blessings and in 

humble prayer thanking God for 

bounties received.  

 

Then ï December ï and ï 

Christmas - - hearts overflow 

joyfully and lovingly celebrating 

the greatest blessing ever ï for 

all mankind ï the birth of Jesus!  

For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only son.  Jesus, an 

óalways overflowing cupô of love for 

you, for me, for all to accept, par-

take, and share!  Our hearts are 

joyful with Christmas sharing! 

Hearts filled with the óSprit of 

Christmasô joyfully share ï cele-

brating Jesusô birth! HE IS THE 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS - the 

óspiritô within you, me, and all, who 

believe! Our God Reigns!  Always 

with us, sunshine and rain, provid-

ing over flowing love and care to 

all ï to share!  Great examples of 

His love and caring as we s-t-r-e-t-

c-h towards 2012! 

  

November for the óharvestô and 

Thanksgiving! December, the 

óSpirit of Christmas sharingô filling 

our hearts. Blessed assurances for 

us as we ógatherô  together on 

Stewardship Sunday! Stewards in 

His Kingdom, with His sharing a 

harvest for our needs, to share in 

bringing the óGlory of God to all the 
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FOOTPRINTS é           Al Evans  

Psalm 100:3-5 (NIV) 
 

3 Know that the LORD is God.  
It is he who made us, and we are his peo-
ple, the sheep of his pasture.  
 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
and his courts with praise; give thanks to 
him and praise his name.  
 

5 For the LORD is good and his love en-
dures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations. 

Nancy Dock is looking for a 

pizzelle maker.   

 

If you have one that you 

would like to sell, give Nancy 

a call at 815-741-1637. 

 

Thank you very much. 

PIZZELLE MAKER WANTED 

peopleô through the ministry of 

Westminster Church.  May our 

faith in Godôs blessings and His 

Spirit in us provide assurances, 

that we the Stewards, together, 

stretching ï increasing our 

level of sharing with Him ï 

from the óharvestô He gra-

ciously provides ï can and will 

do more for the Glory of God!  

 

GOD, LEAD US TO BE YOUR 

JOYFUL STRETCHING STEW-

ARDS.  


