
O Christ who comes, not only as the 

sweet babe in a manger, but also as 

Messiah of justice, baptizing with 

Spirit and fire, may we hear the 

words of your prophet.  

 

 Let Johnôs passionate voice melt 

our hardened hearts and speak 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

through us of the power of your 

coming. This Advent, transform the 

dead branches of our apathy into the 

good fruit of repentance.  

 

May hostility give way to openness, 

oppression to justice, greed to gen-

erosity and despair to hope.  
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Westminster Presbyterian Church will be hosting a combined  
Thanksgiving celebration of worship  

with Central Presbyterian Church of New Lenox and  
Elwood Community Church.   

 
Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

 
Pastor Carrie Kapral, CLP at Elwood Community Church  

will be preaching.  
 

Music will feature a combined choir from all three churches.  
After worship, there will be a time for fellowship in the Social Hall.  



ñRejoice always, pray with-

out ceasing, give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Je-

sus for you.ò   

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-22) 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving 

holiday, of course I am thankful for my 

family and my health.  But I am also 

thankful for the church.  Yes, the 

church universal, the Body of Christ 

on earth.  But specifically I am thankful 

for the congregation of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church of Joliet.  Because it is pre-

dominantly through West Pres that I experience 

the church universal, the Body of Christ on earth.  

While our restored building is real nice, that is not 

what I give thanks for, it is the people of West 

Pres that are the blessing.  Our mission statement 

begins with the words, ñWestminster Presbyterian 

Church exists to proclaim the life changing mes-

sage of Jesus Christ.ò  That means sharing the 

gospel. 

 

This season, we have several opportunities for 

that sharing: in worship, in study and in service 

mission: 

 

* Join us this Tuesday, November 22 at 6:30 

PM for a Service of Worship for Thanksgiv-

ing.  West Pres will host our sisters and broth-

ers from Central Pres., New Lenox and El-

wood Community Church.  Pastor Carrie 

Kapral of Elwood Community Church will be 

preaching.   I look forward to this special time 

of worship together and our fellowship to fol-

low. 

*  Advent Study - Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  

Beginning on Wednesday, November 30 

weôll share in the 2011 adult Advent 

study, "From Longing to Receiving."  

ñFrom Longing to Receivingò leads 

participants through the Old Testa-

ment and the Gospel lectionary texts 

for four weeks, tracing important Ad-

vent themes of longing for God's 

help, anticipating God's presence 

among us, recognizing God's work 

among us, and receiving God's new 

gifts to us.  

* ñA Simple Christmas Pag-

eant.ò  Yep, thatôs the title ñA Simple 

Christmas Pageant.ò On December 

18th, weôll celebrate worship with a Christmas 

Pageant for all ages.  And we need your help.  

If youôre interested, talk to Rick Locher, our Mu-

sic Director.  Not only do we need cast mem-

bers, but also costumes, set pieces and props.  

Thereôs room for all as we share the story of the 

nativity, Christôs coming to us in the First Ad-

vent.  Weôll be rehearsing on Saturdays Decem-

ber 3rd, 10th and 17th from 10 to noon.  Come 

and join in the telling of the Christmas Story. 

* Share in Mission.  Also during the coming Ad-

vent season, there are numerous opportunities 

for giving.  The Christmas Joy Offering from our 

denomination, Heifer Project alternative Christ-

mas Gifts through our Board of Deacons and 

other opportunities are available for you to 

share with others in this season of giving. 

 

So there you have it.  We are proclaiming 

Christ.  That is our call.  That is our mission.  So 

give thanks and take part. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Matt 
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Musings from Matt . . . 

The Reverend  

Matthew T. Robinson, 

Pastor 



Westminster Chimes 

Tthanks to everyone who made raffle baskets for the bazaar.  We had some very popular ones. 

This yearôs winners are listed below.  

 

The main raffle winners were:  

* Max Zollner - Lazy Susan  

* John Sikes - Quilt 

* Jonathan Gonzalez - $100  

* Linda Bromer, our Church secretary - Kindle  

 

Basket Raffle Winners 2011 

# Basket    Donated By      Won By 

#1 Pumpkin D®cor    Cheryl Sheridan friend at work  Teresa Evans 

 w/1/2 Hr Reflexology 

#2 Dinner and A Movie  Diane Vidmar     Mary Udell 

#3 Safety Basket   Laura McCloud    Donna Abbott 

#4 Bear Basket   Doris Cartelli     Gayle Crompton 

#5 Nails, Nails, Nails    Mary Udell     Lois Geiss 

#6 Spa Basket    Karen Fagan's sister    Karen Fagan 

#7 Childrenôs Fun and Sun  Lynn Harman     Mary Udell 

#8 Italian Basket   Drue Ballard     Grzetich 

#9 Massage Basket   Cheryl Sheridan    P. Partheln 

#10 Pancake Breakfast  Penny Thomson    Sheila Huckins 

#11Lavender Basket   Marlene Jones    Joan Stoner 

#12 Fall Basket   Diane Vidmar     Mikelenas 

#13 Card Basket   Marlene Jones    Lois McMillin 

#14 Snowman Basket   Lynn Harman     Westendorf 

#15 Hex Bug    Mary Udell     Mary Udell 

#16 Cleaning Basket   Sylvia Barcus     Mary Mudron 

#17 Baby Basket   Osia Lang & Shirley Gill   Mary Udell 

#18 Fragrance Basket  Durene Cartelli    Michelle Mills 

#19 Dinner in a Basket   Gayla Audia     Mary Mudron 

#20 Spaghetti Dinner   Nevada Wietting    Karen DeWitt 

#21 Party Basket   Karen DeWitt     Trainon 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

We thank you God for our many blessings, from the breath of life, to our loved ones, families, friends, co-

workers; our physical comforts, homes and jobs; and to the food we eat. Let our thoughts, speech and ac-

tions neither hurt, harm or injury anyone or anything, including ourselves. Let us share our gifts and talents 

with others as it is in sharing that we receive prosperity. May the fruits of this prayer which belong to God give 

enlightenment to all living beings and alleviate the pain, misery, and suffering of the myriad sentient beings 

throughout the universe, in keeping with God's will. Let all living beings in need of healing at any level of their 

being, spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and physically, receive that healing today and now. Let us all demon-

strate love, kindness and compassion, and walk a path to God.   Amen 
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OUR HOLIDAYS BAZAAR - PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
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We are in the home s-t-r-e-t-c-h 

of 2011!  Our óharvestô from God 

has brought us to one of the 

most joyous months in the year ï 

December!  Love flows abun-

dantly celebrating Jesusô birth! 

Could one say óa time when the 

world becomes most ójelledô into 

one?ô  óPeople tend to be more 

open to one another in this sea-

son?ô  It must be those ómustard 

seedsô God places in each of us 

growing, s-t-r-e-t-c-h-i-n-g us to 

become one in Him.   

 

Christmas focuses one on Jesus 

and s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-s one to follow 

in óHis Footstepsô sharing, caring, 

jelling, becoming óOne in Him.ô  

To become one who steps for-

ward with joy in their heart to 

share óharvest receivedô with Him 

on Stewardship Sunday.  His 

sharing and caring, blessed as-

surances that have brought us to 

where we are today, assuring our 

faith in tomorrows.  Faith to be-

come a Steward for Christ, using 

our resources responsibly, with a 

special concern for operation and 

growth of His Westminster 

Church provided to our care.  

 

To achieve is to believe. To be-

lieve is faith. Let your ófaith in 

blessed assurances s-t-r-e-t-c-h 

your ósharing of harvest with 

God,ô from whom all blessings 

flow.  Assurances that a greater 

level of sharing óour harvestsô is 

necessary for Westminster to 

grow and continue being the dy-

namic church God has brought us 

to.  

 

Blessed assurances people will 

come, may your faith s-t-r-e-t-c-h- 

you to join others in ógreater shar-

ing of harvestô assuring Westmin-

ster does continue being a 

óDynamic House of Worshipô for 

all. 

 

The 2011 home stretch ï Novem-

ber, special attention to remem-

ber - ógive thanks,ô ï December, 
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FOOTPRINTS é           Al Evans  

for being our custodian these 

past years.   

 

You did a 

fine job Joe, 

and we hate 

to see you 

leave.  

Thanks. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

has an opening for a custodian 

position. The job is six to ten 

hours per week.  It will start the 

first week in December 2011.  

 

Please talk to a member of the 

personnel committee if you are 

interested in applying. The appli-

cation deadline is Monday, No-

vember 28th at noon.     

  

Members of the personnel com-

mittee are Tom Bone, Lois Peltz, 

Marlene Jones, Cindy Wax, and 

Linda Henize. 

 

We would like to thank Joe Issa 

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 

special attention to remember 

Jesus birth, whoôs love in and for 

us flourishes radiantly and abun-

dantly among many everywhere.  

 

Thanks are to God that we can 

be His stewards, sharing His 

love in us and the harvests He 

has provided. 




