
Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is, who was, and who is to 

come. 

 

We pray for the virtue of hope, 

that amidst the trials and difficul-

ties of this world, we may keep 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT 

our hearts fixed upon you, who 

reigns over the heavens.  May 

your grace enliven in us, 

strengthen us, and defend us, as 

we await your coming in glory.  

 

Amen 
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Our Greatest Gift. 

On Sunday, December 25th, 

Church Service Will Start At 9:00 A.M. 

(Not 10:00 A.M.) 

A Very Merry Christmas 

To Everyone. 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

5:00 P.M. 

With Communion 

 

7:00 P.M. 

With Communion  

followed by a time of   

Fellowship in the Social Hall 



ñThey entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 
they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.ò  (Matthew 2:11 CEB) 

 
The secular world is already celebrating ñthe holidaysò and the more watered down 

version of Christmas with Santas and Sugar Plum Fairies and what not.  The secu-

lar version revolves predominantly around marketing economics and is mostly con-

cerned with our vast spending and gluttonous indulgences.  Now to a modest ex-

tent, this may be all good and well.  Gift giving and family gatherings and feast cele-

brations are all good for us.  But this is NOT really what Christmas is all about.  I 

mean - CHRISTmas! 

 

Because at this time our Christian observance is still in Advent.  In Advent we are 

more focused upon the preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  Weôre getting 

ready for a King.  Advent resets the church clock and calendar and begins the new 

year.  It announces itself against the status quo because it lights a candle while the 

world continues to extinguish the lights of hope.  Advent places us between two 

worlds: the present one and the world to come. 

 

In your preparations this Advent, as you look toward Christmas - The CHRIST Mass - maybe youôre looking for 

something a little more meaningful in your gift giving.  Well, this is where the church may help.  While youôre do-

ing your shopping, you may consider adding some of these ñHoliday Bargainsò to your shopping cart: 

 

*Mitten Tree.  In our Social Hall we have some mitten trees.  More than one this year.  This has got to be the 

easiest way to give a gift of love.  I find gloves, mittens, caps, etc even in the grocery and hardware stores.  

So, next time youôre shopping, grab an extra set of something warm before checking out  and bring it to 

church for our mitten tree.  It WILL keep someone in our community warm this winter. 

*Heifer Project Alternative Gifts.  Our Deacons are sponsoring the Heifer Project's Alternative Christmas 

Gifts at the table in the Narthex.  Choose a meaningful gift to give in a loved oneôs name and help children 

and families around the world receive training and animal gifts that help them become self-reliant.  The 

stuffed animals on the table are cute, but the life sustaining gift to those in need is very real.  You can make 

a difference. 

*PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering.  A Presbyterian tradition for over seventy years, the Christmas Joy Of-

fering is one of the special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A) to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.  Half of 

the offering is allocated to the Board of Pensions, and is used for emergency financial needs for current and 

retired ministers, missionaries and their families.  Mini-grants are awarded for housing assistance, medical 

care and disaster relief.   The other half of the Joy Offering develops future church leaders by supporting 

Presbyterian schools and colleges.  Funds are allocated to both scholarships and operations.  At these 

schools, students ñenter to learn and depart to serveò. 

 *Westminster Pres Bits & Pieces Fund.  So fixing a lot of deferred maintenance around the building might not 

be as warm or cuddly or outwardly benevolent as the above, but keeping up our structure enables us to 

continue to proclaim the Gospel for more generations. 

 

So give to any or all of the above and have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas. 

 

Shalom,                  

Matt 

Westminster Chimes Page 2 Volume 11, Issue 22 

MUSINGS FROM MATT . . . 

The Reverend  

Matthew T. Robinson, 

Pastor 
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THE MITTEN TREE(S) 

Please donate to the Mitten Tree and put a smile on many faces this Christmas.  May Christ Jesus and the 

spirit of Christmas be with you always.  For little kids and big adults. (They both need happy times.) 

 

If you like to make people happy, this is the way to do it and this is the time to do it. 

 

We Would Like To Receive: 

Small personal items (adults) 

Gloves 

Mittens 

Hats 

Scarves 

Toys galore 

Stuffed animals 

Games 

Socks 

Toiletries 

Weôll be delivering all items to 

the Morning Star Mission in 

December, and again in early 

January, so bring your dona-

tions to the church and place 

them on or under the Mitten 

Trees. 

(There will be three trees this 

year) 

 

Thank you and God Bless . 

 

Shirley Gill 

CHURCH TREASURER NEEDED 

Mary Ann Barcus has been our 

church treasurer for the past four 

years.  She is stepping away 

from that position.   

 

The Nominating Committee is 

coming to you because we have 

not been able to fill this position.  

If you would like to become our 

church treasurer, please let me 

know this week.   

 

The job requires bookkeeping 

and computer skills.  Mary Ann 

can fill you in on the specifics of 

the job.  We are looking for 

someone to fill this job as soon 

as possible so Mary Ann can  

train you.   

 

We would like to thank 

Mary Ann for her hard 

work, outstanding contri-

bution and dedication to 

Westminster.  Thank 

you, Mary Ann 

 

Tom Bone,  

Nominating Committee 

Chair 

BIBLE STUDY 

The new Bible Study for the Sun-

day night group will be the book 

of Joshua.  It will begin Jan. 

15th, 2012.  

 

We always welcome new peo-

ple. If you'd like to join us, please 

see Linda Henize by Dec. 20th 

so a study guide can be ordered 

for you. 


