
I would like to say thank you to 

the members of our congrega-

tion for your thoughtfulness. 

Your Christmas gift to me was 

appreciated very much. Melissa 

and I wish you a Merry Christ-

mas and a Happy New Year 

filled with good health and best 

wishes! 

Rick Locher 

 

 

"Thank you!" from your church staffé. 

To the Westminster congrega-

tion,  

 

Thank you so much for your 

generous monetary Christmas 

gift! I appreciate your thought-

fulness and look forward to an-

other year of working with you. 

May God's blessings be yours 

throughout the New Year. 

Linda 

 

Dear West Pres Saints, 

 

Peggy and I thank you for your 

generous Christmas gift. It is a 

blessing to be a part of this con-

gregation. We pray for God's 

Spirit to continue to enrich us 

all as we continue our journey 

of faith. 

Shalom, 

Matt 

Westminster 

Presbyterian 

Church 
Westminster Chimes 

PC (USA) 
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A Church Newsletter For Our  

Members & Friends 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held immediately after Worship on Sunday, January 29th. 

 

The decisions concerning the growth of our Church and its well-being will be made at this meeting, so your 

attendance is vital to this decision-making process.  Please plan on attending this meeting because your deci-

sions are just as important as the next personôs.  It takes everybodyôs thoughts and ideas to make this church 

function.  Your vote is very important.  Please attend. 

Circle January 29th On Your Calendar 

Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 
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Another year gone by.  The calendar is not only consistent - it is relentless.  The New Year comes whether we are 

ready for it or not!  The pressure of a new year with all its expectations of beginnings, fresh starts and resolutions is, 

once again, upon us.  Weôve just managed to survive another hectic holiday season - just now catching our breath from 

all the decorating, entertaining, traveling, cooking, partying, worshiping, giving, etc., etc. - only to be faced with 365 

fresh, new days, each with their own peculiar demands and expectations.  Is it any wonder 

that so many New Yearôs Resolutions never reach their goal?! It makes me tired just to 

think about it. 

 

New Yearôs Resolutions rarely, if ever, succeed.  I think they clearly fall into the category 

of ñUnrealistic Expectationsò.  Have you ever noticed the verb we used to describe how 

we accomplish these resolutions?  We MAKE them.  We use this word in the same way 

that we would hear a child say, ñYou canôt MAKE me!ò  Well ... yes we can.  We do it all 

the time.  Like reluctant children, we unwillingly drag ourselves into resolutions every 

year.  Weight-loss, exercise, and improved financial planning are but 3 of the most poplar 

items that get selected, especially this year.  But like most resolutions, they are quickly 

forgotten.  Sometimes, Iôve found that people use the New Year to resolve to be better 

church members.  They think, perhaps, that the New Year will bring an opportunity for a 

fresh start and renewed enthusiasm. 

 

Well, insofar as fresh starts and enthusiasm go, thatôs a great idea!  But unfortunately, if ñnew and improvedò 

church membership is just another resolution, well ... you know where that ends up: in the same place as the others. 

 

I have an idea.  What if we donôt make resolutions this year?  What if, instead, we GIVE PERMISSIONS?  

¶ Permission to live in the moment 

¶ Permission to laugh (hard and long and loud) at least 3 times a day 

¶ Permission to delegate 

¶ Permission to take a nap 

¶ Permission to take a walk 

¶ Permission to praise someone (even ourselves) for a job well done 

¶ Permission to care for ourselves (Notice how that sounds so much different from a ñresolution to exerciseò?  

Sure both may be good for you, but the motivation is totally different - one is caring, the other is a great big 

ñshouldò!) 

¶ Permission to identify your passion and pursue it.   

      

   It may be guitar lessons or yoga or running or bible study or serving.  It doesnôt matter.  But if itôs something youôve 

been putting off until later ... well ... this is later.  It may be cooking or reading or working with numbers or gardening.  

What gets you excited?  Is it painting, or crafts or fixing things?  Is it making people feel welcomed or caring for some-

one whoôs hurt or sick?  Is it singing or drama or getting things and people organized?  What gets your motor running? 

 

GIVING PERMISSIONS.  It sounds much better than MAKING resolutions, doesnôt it? 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Mattôs Musings 

The Reverend  

Matthew T. Robinson, 

Pastor 
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Please take a few moments to pray 

for the following members of our 

church family: 

  

Roberta Burdôs son, David  

Linda Henizeôs mother, Myra  

Don & Carol Jerzycke  

Dean Deming 

Jessie Rees 

Dorothy Brei 

To The family of Ardeth Palmer 

 

The Share-A-Prayer group meets 

on  Monday  mornings.  Please 

indicate your prayer requests on 

the index cards available in the 

pew racks.  They can be placed in 

the offering plate.   

 

Thank you, and Please keep us 

updated! 

Prayers Menôs Fellowship 

ñWhatôs the payoff?ò you may ask.  Itôs GRACE!  Itôs acknowledging that Godôs gift to us was not in vain.  After 

all, God apparently thought we were worth the trip to come here and be Emmanuel: God-With-Us!  It is making Christ-

mas last all year long! 

 

It is treating each other and ourselves like the beautiful, precious children of God that we are! 

 

I think I know of a certain church that could grow and thrive and benefit from any or all of these.  Imagine what we 

could do together if we simply gave ourselves PERMISSION TO ...  

 

Shalom,  Matt 

(Continued from page 2) 

Mattôs Musings 

LOGOS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Winter Wonder Fun 

 

18th Crazy Hair Night 

 Wear Your Hair Funny 

 Grilled Cheese, Chips, 

 Fruit, Milk and Dessert 

 

25th Western Night  

 Wear Your Jeans 

 Hamburgers/Cheese, 

 Corn, Milk and Dessert 

 

See you on the 18th of January. 

The next Menôs Fellowship gather-

ing will be on Saturday, January 

21st, for the church pancake break-

fast. 

 

After breakfast we will continue 

our Bible study. 

 

On Saturday,  February 4th, we will 

meet at the Apple Pancake House 

on Larkin Avenue, just north of Jef-

ferson St. on the east side across 

from Kmart. 

 

All men of the church are welcome 

to join us.  We hope to see you 

there. 
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Sunday Morning Tech Crew 

We will be having a meeting Sun-

day, January 15 immediately fol-

lowing the 10:00 a.m. church ser-

vice.  We will meet in the balco-

ny. 

 

 The sound and the computer 

crews are asked to attend this 

meeting.  If anyone is interested 

in joining our happy little family, 

either to run sound and/or com-

puter, you are also welcome to 

attend.  We will be making up a 

schedule of Sunday assignments 

for 2012.  

 

Reminders will be going out after 

the 1st of the year for those who 

wish to be involved and be a part 

of this crew. 

 

We have been training people to 

work both the computer and the 

sound system, so now is the time 

to start setting schedules so that 

you can play a vital role in setting 

up the equipment, running it dur-

ing the service and then shutting 

down afterwards. 

 

Not to worry though, because 

there is always someone to help 

in emergencies.  

 

Thank you and God Bless 

The Tech Crew 

Bible Study 

The new Bible Study for the 

Sunday night group will be the 

book of Joshua.  It will begin 

January 15th, 2012.  

 

We always welcome new people. 

If you'd like to join us, please see 

Linda Henize. 

Come Join Us For Breakfast 

Come and enjoy some of the best tasting pancakes this side of the Mississippi. 

When we say a Free Pancake Breakfast, that is just what we mean. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

1015 Winthrop Avenue 

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

1-815-725-6687 

FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

So  Others  May  Eat  (SOME) 

Served from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 

On the 3rd Saturday of each month 

Our next free pancake breakfast is 

January 21st. 

Thank you 
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A Simple Christmas Pageant 

 A Big Thanks goes 

out to all of the 

LOGOS youth  

and others who 

helped with the 

Christmas Pageant 

on Dec. 18th 

 

Magi-  

Eva Krupinski,  

Matthew Surges and  

Steven Fagan 

Shepherds-  

KB Ampofo and  

Cody Krupinski 

Gabriel- 

Hannah Carroll 

Angels-  

Olivia and 

Alaina Bartolo, 

Samantha and 

Savanah Bruns 


